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Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teddie McConnell 
 
Prelude  Seung-mee Oh 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
Open our hearts to your power moving around us and between us and within us, until your glory 
is revealed in our love of both friend and enemy, in communities transformed by justice and 
compassion, and in the healing of all that is broken. Amen. 
 
Call to Worship (Responsive – from Psalm 97) Lynne Abbey-Lee 
 
L: The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; 
 
P: let the many coastlands be glad! 
 
L: The heavens proclaim his righteousness; 
 
P: and all the peoples behold his glory. 
 
L: Light dawns for the righteous,  
 
P: and joy for the upright in heart.  
 
L: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, 
 
P: and give thanks to his holy name!  
 

Service parts in bold: Everyone to speak in unison. 
Parts with an asterisk: * Please stand in body or in spirit. 



* Hymn 300 We Are One in the Spirit (They’ll Know  We Are Christians) 
 
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord; we are one in the Spirit; we are one in 
the Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 
 
(Refrain)  And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know 
we are Christians by our love. 
 
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand; we will walk with each other; 
we will walk hand in hand, and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land:  
(Refrain). 
 
We will work with each other; we will work side by side; we will work with each other; 
we will work side by side, and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride:  
(Refrain). 
 
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s 
only Son, and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 
(Refrain). 
 
* Passing of the Peace  
 
Let us share the peace of God with each other, as we greet one another in the name of 
Christ, saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.” 
 
Call to Confession  
 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: that while we were yet sinners,  Christ died for 
us. Christ rose for us. Christ reigns in power for us. Christ even prays for us. With such 
assurance, we need not fear confession but simply draw near to our maker in candor. 
 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord 
of all.  We confess that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his 
rule in our lives.  We have gone along with the ways of the world, and failed 
to give him glory.  Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your 
faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the 
world, and is head of the church, his body. 

Please take time now for your own silent prayers.  Amen.  



Assurance of Pardon  
 
The saying is true and worthy of full acceptance that Christ died to save sinners. Siblings, 
believe the promise of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
* Gloria Patri 
 
Anthem All Things Bright and Beautiful John Rutter 
 
Call for the Offering  
 
Jesus prayed:  As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
Living in the world, we gather the gifts we have received, and bring them before God, 
offering back what we have, so that the world may know the love of Christ and become 
one. 
 
Offering / Offertory 
 
* Doxology 
 
* Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
 
As Elisha took up Elijah’s mantle, we present these gifts that through them 
the church may take up the mantle of Christ and proclaim his Word to the 
world through acts of justice and love. Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith (unison) – (From the Iona Community) 
 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by Christ, empowered 
by the Spirit.  With people everywhere we affirm God’s goodness at the heart 
of humanity, planted more deeply than all that is wrong.  With all creation we 
celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in the world and ourselves. Amen. 
 
Sharing of Joys & Concerns / Prayers of the People / Lord’s Prayer Greg Lee 
 
Musical Reflection   
  



Prayer for Illumination (unison) 
 
O God, as we fully experience the good news of Easter andlook toward the 
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, open our hearts and minds to your Word 
dwelling within us, calling us to unity in Christ. Amen. 
 
First Scripture Lesson Acts 16:16-34  
 
One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female slave who had a spirit 
of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you the way of salvation.”  She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, 
very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
 
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men, these Jews, are disturbing 
our city and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt 
or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped 
of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a 
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened 
their feet in the stocks. 
 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s 
chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners 
had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all 
here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They 
answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same 
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family 
were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before 
them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



Children’s Message   
 
Second Scripture Lesson John 17:20-26  
 
“I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that 
you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them 
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that 
those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, 
which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and these know that 
you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that 
the love with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them.” 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Message Prison Chains to Cords of Love 
  



* Hymn #306 Blessed Be the Tie That Binds 
 
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.  The fellowship of kindred minds 
is like to that above. 
 
Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers.  Our fears, our hopes, our aims 
are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes; our mutual burdens bear.  And often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. 
 
When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain; but we shall still be joined in heart, 
and hope to meet again. 
 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; and perfect love and friendship 
reign through all eternity. 
  



Charge and Blessing  
As you follow the journey of discipleship into the post-Resurrection world, remember that 
Christ prays for you, and draws you into the very heart of God. 
 
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and may God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, remain with 
you always. Amen. 
 
Sung Benediction 
May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever; 
grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in every endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see God’s face, 
full of grace forever; 
may the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
 
Fellowship Time 
Come!  Join us in the Fellowship Room for refreshments, snacks, and conversation 
following worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2022. Liturgy written by Barbara Chaapel and provided for free distribution. 



May 2022 Matthew 25 Invitation 

The Denver Presbytery has issued a challenge to YOU, our 
congregation, and our friends and neighbors to engage with 
them in one, two, or all three pillars of the Matthew 25 initiative:   

• Building congregational vitality, 

• Dismantling structural racism, and 

• Eradicating systemic poverty. 

Whether a Matthew 25 congregation or not, The Denver Presbytery has a goal of completing 
1,000 hours of service in related activities to the three pillars cited above. 

As part of this challenge, The Denver Presbytery will be sharing weekly devotions throughout the 
month of May. Below is a devotion for Sunday, May 29. 

DEVOTION:  Connect to the Word 
SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 2: 19 – 22 

Mathew 25: 35, 36 and 40 “For I was hungry and you fed me; I was thirsty and you gave me water; I 
was a stranger and you invited me into your homes; naked and you clothed me; sick and in prison and 
you visited me”. “And I, the king, will tell them, When you did it to these my brothers, you were doing 
it to me!” 

REFLECTION 
 

Songs to help reflect on missions 

• To the Work (Toiling On) 

• Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 

• By Seventh Day Slumber – Matthew 25  
• We Give You But Your Own 

• When I needed a Neighbor 

These songs may be found on YouTube but you 
can also look for your own Mathew 25 songs to 
help you find your calling to a mission. 
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ACTION 
After reflecting on these songs or some that you find, think about your community and what or who 
might need your help. Could it be a school with low-income students that could use snacks for school or 
home, a retirement community, your local health care workers, or a homeless shelter.… Your efforts 
don’t have to be big or, if you have a group, they can be bigger.  

Find your talents and what you would be good at or make the most impact with the talents you have. 
Think about things that are comfortable to you and things that might not be as comfortable, and you 
might be surprised what might fit you and or your church community 

PRAY 
Dear God, thank you for making our lives full of love and compassion. As your servants we have a choice 
to sit back or to do Gods work. Give us the strength to come together to help those that need an extra hand 
in any way we can. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

________ 

As the Mission Elder for our Session at the Byers Community Church, Bart Mosbarger identified many 
projects in which the church has been engaged in our community.  Also, as director of the local school 
district preschool program, he has been a liaison who has connected our church with needs of individual 
kids, families, and others in our community to which our church has been able to respond. 
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