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Welcome and Announcements Pastor Teddie McConnell 

 

Prelude  Seung-mee Oh 

 

Opening Prayer Pastor Teddie 

 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and 

because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your 

grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship (Responsive) Joanne Oliva-Purdy 

 

L: Steady our steps, O God, as we travel the journey set before us. 

 

P: Let us walk in the way of light and pursue the path of peace. 

 

L: Keep us on your course of life as we seek to be faithful 

 

P: and as we gather to praise you, our faithful Lord and God. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Service parts in bold: Everyone speaks in unison. 

Parts with an asterisk: * Please stand in body or in spirit. 



* Hymn #442  Just as I Am, Without One Plea 

 

Just as I am, without one plea but that thy blood was shed for me, and that thou biddest 

me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, fightings and fears 

within, without, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; because thy promise 

I believe, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every barrier down; now to be thine, yea, thine 

alone, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

* Passing of the Peace Pastor Teddie 

 

Let us share the peace of God with each other, as we greet one another in the name of 

Christ. 

 

Call to Confession Joanne 

 

Into the shadows of our isolation, God speaks the words of life and community. Through 

God’s graceful, healing presence, God redeems our woundedness and restores us to 

wholeness. 

 

Trusting in God’s gracious provision, let us together confess our limitations and proclaim 

God’s faithfulness. 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) Joanne 

 

Generous God, we are baptized as your people, called to live and serve together 

as your church. We confess that we have sought to live for ourselves, not 

reaching out to others and honoring the divine image in all your children. 

 

Forgive us, we pray. In your abundant mercy give us the grace to be your 

church, confessing our faults, offering forgiveness and working for 

reconciliation. Turn our hearts to your intentions that we may hold fast to one 

another and draw near to your presence. In Jesus, we ask it. 

Please take time now for your own silent prayers.  Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon Pastor Teddie 

 

L: Friends, in Jesus Christ, we have been fed God’s grace and redemption. And that 

redemption gives us the strength to love our neighbors near and far, proclaiming in our 

words and deeds: 

 

P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

* Gloria Patri 

 

Anthem  Chancel Choir 

 

Call for the Offering Pastor Teddie 

 

God’s Word finds fertile ground each time we choose life, each time we share the gifts of 

God’s grace and love. Let us gather our gifts and offer them to God in gratitude and praise. 

 

Offering / Offertory  Seung-mee 

 

* Doxology 

 

* Prayer of Dedication (unison) Pastor Teddie 

 

Generous God, you have planted the seeds of generosity into our hearts and by 

your grace, you give the growth through our actions and response. Receive the 

fruit of your mercy and the offerings of our lives and use these gifts to grow 

your harvest of justice and mercy. Amen. 

 

* Affirmation of Faith (unison) (from A Brief Statement of Faith) Pastor Teddie 

 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 

Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 

love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 

of Christ, the church. 

  



The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life 

in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims 

us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 

salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. In a broken 

and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 

witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in 

church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work 

with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by 

the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful 

lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, 

Lord Jesus!” 

 

Sharing of Joys & Concerns / Prayers of the People / Lord’s Prayer Greg Lee 

 

Musical Reflection   Seung-mee 

 

Prayer for Illumination (unison) Joanne 

 

O God, what the world says and what you say are often at odds. Set before us 

now your truth as we hear your Word and as we respond in faithful trust. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Lesson Deuteronomy 30:15-30 Joanne 

 

“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 

the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 

ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you 

in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not 

hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today 

that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the 

Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for 

that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 

the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 5:21-37 Pastor Teddie 

 

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder,’ and 

‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry with 

a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a brother or sister, you 

will be liable to the council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of 

fire. 23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother 

or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first 

be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms 

quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may 

hand you over to the judge and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into 

prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 

you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 And 

if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 

one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 

sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman 

commits adultery. 

 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you: Do not 

swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not swear by your 

head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 

No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.  

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Message “Choose Life" Pastor Teddie 

  



* Hymn #410 God is Calling Through the Whisper 

 

God is calling through the whisper of the Spirit’s deepest sighs, through the thrill of sudden 

beauties that can catch us by surprise. Flash of lightning, crash of thunder; hush of 

stillness, rush of wonder:  God is calling – can your hear?  God is calling – can you hear? 

 

God is calling through the voices of our neighbors’ urgent prayers, through their longing 

for redemption and for rescue from despair. Place of hurt or face of needing; strident cry 

or silent pleading: God is calling – can your hear?  God is calling – can you hear? 

 

God is calling through the music of sublime and human arts, through the hymns of earth 

and angels, and the carols of our hearts. Lift of joy and gift of singing; days and nights 

our praises bringing:  God is calling – can your hear?  God is calling – can you hear? 

 

Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:13) Pastor Teddie 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

Sung Benediction All 

 

May the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever; 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 

courage in every endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God’s face, 

full of grace forever; 

may the Lord, mighty God, 

bless and keep you forever. 
 

Fellowship Time 
 

Come! Join us in the Fellowship Room for refreshments, snacks, and conversation 

following the worship service. 
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