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Focus on the Right Things
Mark 9:38-50



Focus on the Right Things
“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your 
name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”
“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in 
my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for 
whoever is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, anyone who 
gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the 
Messiah will certainly not lose their reward.
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me
—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were 
hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.  
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire 
never goes out. 



Focus on the Right Things
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you 
to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 
eyes and be thrown into hell, where ‘the worms that eat them do 
not die, and the fire is not quenched.’
Everyone will be salted with fire.
Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty 
again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each 
other.”



Focusing on the Wrong Things
What is the context…



Focusing on the Wrong Things
• Peters’ confession of Jesus as Messiah. 8:27-30



Focusing on the Wrong Things
• Peters’ confession of Jesus as Messiah. 8:27-30
• Jesus explains his death and resurrection, telling them to take up their 

cross, then rebukes Peter for his human thinking. 8:31-34



Focusing on the Wrong Things
• Peters’ confession of 

Jesus as Messiah. 
8:27-30
• Jesus explains his death 

and resurrection, telling 
them to take up their 
cross, then rebukes Peter 
for his human thinking. 
8:31-34
• Experienced the 

Transfiguration – God’s 
glory is revealed in Jesus. 
9:2-7



The Son of Man
As I kept watching, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of 
Days took his seat. His clothing was white like snow, and the hair 
of his head like whitest wool. His throne was flaming fire, its 
wheels were blazing fire. A river of fire was flowing out from his 
presence. Thousands upon thousands served him: Ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him. The court was convened, 
and the books were opened…and suddenly one like a Son of 
Man was coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was escorted before him. He was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, so that those of every people, 
nation, and language should serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is 
one that will not be destroyed.  - Daniel 7:9-14
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Focusing on the Wrong Things
• Peters’ confession of Jesus as Messiah. 8:27-30
• Jesus explains his death and resurrection, telling them to take up their 

cross, then rebukes Peter for his human thinking. 8:31-34
• Experienced the Transfiguration – God’s glory is revealed in Jesus. 

9:2-7
• Jesus tells them not to talk about it until after he had risen from the 

dead, that he must suffer many things and be treated with contempt. 
9:9,12
• The disciples could not cast out the demon on their own…Why? They 

didn’t pray! 9:14-29
• Jesus explains again, the Son of Man will be betrayed, killed, and rise 

again on the third day, and they are afraid to ask him about it. 9:30-32  
• The disciples argue about who is greatest among them. 9:33-37



Focusing on the Wrong Things

Who Remembers the first time 
they saw this?



Focusing on the Wrong Things

• What are some “Wrong things” we 
commonly focus on?

• Have you ever focused on the wrong things 
in your life? What were the results?  

• What helps you focus on the right things 
instead? 
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Focusing on the Right Things

•Humility

•Unity of the Church

•Dealing with sin



Focusing on the Right Things
John tells the 
story of the 
disciples 
stopping the 
man driving out 
demons in 
Jesus’s name.
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Focusing on the Right Things
Questions to consider in this section: 
• Why did John tell this story? 
• What was he expecting Jesus’s response to be? 
• What was the disciple’s motivation for stopping him?

Possible answers:
• Triggered by Jesus telling them to welcome 

the child in his name. 
• He may have been getting the idea that 

maybe they shouldn’t have done that, or…
he thought they had done the right thing 
and was expecting praise.

• He wasn’t with us. 



Focusing on the Right Things
“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my 
name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever 
is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup 
of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly 
not lose their reward.
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to 
stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung 
around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.  
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Focusing on the Right Things
What do we learn from Jesus Response? 
• Don’t stop him. 
• If you’re not for Jesus, you’re against Jesus. There is no middle ground, 

this is a binary choice and not choosing is choosing to be against Him. 
• God’s economy is different than the worlds. Something as small as giving a 

cup of water in Jesus’s name, serving another, is worthy of an eternal reward.
• Whoever causes a believer to fall away…it’s better for them to suffer an 

agonizing death at the bottom of the sea. – This is serious. 
• Remember who he is talking to, the disciples, Christians, about leading other Christians 

astray or causing them to fall away. 



Focusing on the Right Things
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never 
goes out. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into hell, where ‘the worms that eat them do not die, and 
the fire is not quenched.’
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Focusing on the Right Things
Observations
• This is a continuation of the response to John’s story. 
• Sin is serious business. 
• We need to take sin seriously and act drastically to deal with it.
• This is not saying to cut off our hand or our foot or gouge out our eye literally. 

• No disciples did that. 
• Sin comes from the heart. 

• The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis – one of the best images of how we tend to 
treat sin and how it must be treated instead. 



Focusing on the Right Things
• Discussion: 
• Is there anything in your life Jesus would have left off this list (hand, foot, 

eye…job, home, reputation, life)? 
• Why not? What is he getting at here? 
• Think of things have you successfully amputated from your life. How did it 

happen?  
• When does eternity begin? 
• Are there sins we keep around like a pet, even after we’ve been saved? 
• How can we address the sin in ourselves?
• How can we address the sin in our society?



Focusing on the Right Things


