


 
April 21, 2022           Unbounded: Ephesians 6:1-9             Eric Reed 

1Children, obey your parents as you would the Lord, because this is right. 2 Honor your father and mother, which is the 
first commandment with a promise, 3 so that it may go well with you and that you may have a long life in the land. 
4 Fathers, don’t stir up anger in your children, but bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  

5 Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ. 6 Don’t work 
only while being watched, in order to please men, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your heart. 7 Serve with a 
good attitude, as to the Lord and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good each one does, slave or free, he will receive 
this back from the Lord. 9 And masters, treat your slaves the same way, without threatening them, because you know that 
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions   
• Why is submission to Christ so important in the life of a man? 
• How are you doing honoring your parents? If you are a parent, are you parenting in an honorable way? 
• What do you think can impact the “Fatherless Epidemic” in our nation? How might your life be part of 

the solution? 
• How can submitting to Christ in your work create a witness for others? 
• How should the gospel impact our role as bosses, supervisors, or leaders? 
• How do we avoid the error of reading into Bible what we want to see based on our culture? 

 





…submi&ng	to	one	another	out	
of	reverence	for	Christ.	

Ephesians	5:21



Submission	is	the	Standard





The	Gospel	Ma5ers	Everywhere	
Always!



1	Children,	obey	your	parents	as	you	would	
the	Lord,	because	this	is	right.	2	Honor	your	
father	and	mother,	which	is	the	first	
commandment	with	a	promise,	3	so	that	it	
may	go	well	with	you	and	that	you	may	have	
a	long	life	in	the	land.

Ephesians	6:1-3



How	to	Honor
1.Always	honor	them	in	conversation…Respect	for	the	office	is	different	
than	respect	for	the	person	

2.Express	gratitude	for	how	they	raised	you…write	a	letter	

3.Don’t	try	to	change	them…have	boundaries	

4.Ask	them	their	opinion	&	for	input	on	decisions…you	don’t	have	to	follow	
it	

5.Keep	in	contact	regularly…this	varies	depending	on	situations	

6.Seek	to	follow	Christ	in	all	you	do…in	the	end	that	will	bring	honor	to	the	
entire	family







Fathers,	don’t	s:r	up	anger	in	your	children,	
but	bring	them	up	in	the	training	and	
instruc:on	of	the	Lord.	

Ephesians	6:4



•A	Prohibi*on:	Don’t	s*r	up	anger…		

•A	Prescrip*on:	Training	&	Instruc*on

Fathers…2	Things!!!



Some	background	on	Roman	Slavery
1.	The	personhood	of	the	slave	was	lost.	

2.	Ideas	and	Theologies	have	consequences.		

3.	While	slavery	from	America's	past	was	a	
much	worse	version	of	the	slavery	in	Rome,	
this	was	still	evil	and	reprehensible.



Whoever	steals	a	man	and	sells	him,	and	
anyone	found	in	possession	of	him,	shall	be	
put	to	death.	

Exodus	21:16



Some	background	on	Roman	Slavery
1.	No	denying	the	personhood	of	the	slave	was	
lost.	

2.	Ideas	and	Theologies	have	consequences.		

3.	While	slavery	from	America's	past	was	a	
much	worse	version	of	the	slavery	in	Rome,	
this	was	still	evil	and	reprehensible.



Biblical	Thoughts
1.	One	of	the	most	used	words	to	describe	
Christians	is	“doulos”	or	Slave/Bondservant.	

2.	Moved	from	Slaved	to	Sin/Death	to	Slaves	of	
Christ.		

3.	Onesimus	moved	from	Slave	to	Brother	

4.	Paul	urged	slaves	to	stay	in	1	Cor.	7:20-24



5	Slaves,	obey	your	human	masters	with	fear	and	
trembling,	in	the	sincerity	of	your	heart,	as	to	Christ.	
6Don’t	work	only	while	being	watched,	in	order	to	
please	men,	but	as	slaves	of	Christ,	do	God’s	will	
from	your	heart.	7Serve	with	a	good	a?tude,	as	to	
the	Lord	and	not	to	men,	8knowing	that	whatever	
good	each	one	does,	slave	or	free,	he	will	receive	
this	back	from	the	Lord.

Ephesians	6:5-8



And	masters,	treat	your	slaves	the	same	way,	
without	 threatening	 them,	 because	 you	 know	
that	both	 their	Master	 and	 yours	 is	 in	 heaven,	
and	there	is	no	favori6sm	with	Him.

Ephesians	6:9



QuesBons?



Authority is not given so that we 
can ABUSE others, but so we can 
ASSIST others to become all God 

has in mind for them!







Discussion	Questions
1.Why	is	submission	to	Christ	so	important	in	the	life	of	a	man? 
2.How	are	you	doing	honoring	your	parents?	If	you	are	a	parent,	are	
you	paren;ng	in	an	honorable	way? 

3.What	do	you	think	can	impact	the	“Fatherless	Epidemic”	in	our	
na;on?	How	might	your	life	be	part	of	the	solu;on? 

4.How	can	submiBng	to	Christ	in	your	work	create	a	witness	for	
others? 

5.How	should	the	gospel	impact	our	role	as	bosses,	supervisors,	or	
leaders? 

6.How	do	we	avoid	the	error	of	reading	into	Bible	what	we	want	to	
see	based	on	our	culture?


