


Mark 11:27-32
27 They came again to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the elders came 28 and asked him, “By what authority are 
you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do these things?”
29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; then answer me, and I will tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was John’s baptism from heaven or of 
human origin? Answer me.”
31 They discussed it among themselves: “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, 
‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’”—they were 
afraid of the crowd, because everyone thought that John was truly a prophet.33 So 
they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”
 



Two questions
• Why is Jesus in this situation?

• Why are the religious leaders so upset?



Mark 8:27-30
27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people 
say I am?”
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.



Mark 8:31-33
31 Then he began to teach them that it was necessary for the Son 
of Man to suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief 
priests, and scribes, be killed, and rise after three days. 32 He 
spoke openly about this. Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33 But turning around and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You are not 
thinking about God’s concerns[a] but human concerns.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208:31-33&version=CSB#fen-CSB-24530a
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We have perceived authority, 
God has ultimate authority!



Both inward repentance & outward expression 
is required for obedience.



We can’t stand for truth and please man.



Questions
• Is there a place where God has given you something to steward 

that you are no longer seeking his authority?

• Where do you see men in the church failing to repent internally 
and covering it up with external appearance?

• In what areas do you see yourself people pleasing?


