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Week 4: The Nature of God’s Kingdom, Culture, & Evaluating Different Approaches 

 
Review: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 10 Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. 12 For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proverbs 5:1-6 1My son, pay attention to my wisdom; listen closely to my understanding 2 so that you may 
maintain discretion and your lips safeguard knowledge. 3 Though the lips of the forbidden woman drip honey 
and her words are smoother than oil, 4 in the end she’s as bitter as wormwood and as sharp as a double-edged 
sword. 5 Her feet go down to death; her steps head straight for Sheol. 6 She doesn’t consider the path of life; 
she doesn’t know that her ways are unstable. 
 
 
 
 
 
John 18:36: “My kingdom is not of this world,” said Jesus. “If My kingdom were of this world, My servants 
would fight, so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. As it is, My kingdom does not have its origin here.”  
 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5: For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and 
every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion: 

1. How does the passage in Ephesians 6:10-13 about the spiritual battle against rulers and 
authorities, rather than flesh and blood, inform our approach to cultural engagement as 
ambassadors of the Kingdom of God? 

2. In what ways does the story of the adulterous woman in Proverbs 5-7 illustrate the importance of 
recognizing that people are not the enemy but the mission in our cultural interactions? How 
should this understanding influence our engagement with those around us? 

3. What are the implications of Jesus' statement in John 18:36 that His kingdom is not of this world 
for our understanding of God's Kingdom and its relationship to earthly cultures? How should this 
impact our approach to cultural engagement as Christians? 

4. How does the proposed definition of culture as a dynamic set of shared beliefs, values, customs, 
and behaviors shape our understanding of its influence on individuals and society? What role does 
culture play in shaping identities, worldviews, and interactions within a community? 

5. Considering the various approaches to transforming cultural values discussed, such as top-down 
policies, grassroots endeavors, and a "super spiritual" withdrawal, what are the strengths and 
limitations of each approach in promoting the values of the Kingdom of God within a society? How 
might a "Hybrid Model" combining influence in positions of power with grassroots mobilization 
offer a balanced approach to cultural transformation? 
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— Losing focus——————-
Conforming to culture

Colliding with Culture
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1. Revisit	the	Nature	of	God’s	Kingdom.	
2. Define	Culture	and	the	scope	of	its	

influence.	
3. Evaluate	the	Different	Approaches	to	

Cultural	Engagement.	

The	Journey	Ahead
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For	our	baFle	is	not	against	flesh	and	blood,	
but	against	the	rulers,	against	the	authoriIes,	
against	the	world	powers	of	this	darkness,	
against	the	spiritual	forces	of	evil	in	the	
heavens..

Ephesians	6:12
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People	are	the	mission!

People	are	NOT	the	Enemy
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Proverbs	5-7:	The	Unknown		Woman
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Not	of	this	world?
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Culture	Defined?
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Culture	Defined	in	4D
•Describes:		

•the	set	of	shared	beliefs,	values,	customs,	tradiIons,	
behaviors,	and	arIfacts	that	characterize	a	parIcular	group	of	
people,	society,	or	organizaIon.		

•Dimension:	
•encompasses	both	tangible	and	intangible	aspects	of	human	
society,	including	language,	religion,	cuisine,	art,	music,	
literature,	social	norms,	rituals,	and	symbols.



Culture	Defined	in	4D
•Defines:		

•shapes	individuals'	idenIIes,	influences	their	worldview,	
guides	their	interac<ons	with	others,	and	informs	their	
understanding	of	the	world	around	them.		

•Dynamic:	
•dynamic	and	constantly	evolving,	influenced	by	historical	
events,	social	changes,	technological	advancements,	and	
interac<ons	with	other	cultures .
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