


Men’s Morning Study (Summer 2025) 
Forged by the Word || Week 1 “The Why and the Heart to Approach the Word” 

Eric Reed (eric.reed@HoustonsFirst.org) 
What is one thing you learned in the past that you are so glad you learned? Why? 
 
 
Tools of Gospel TransformaAon: 

1) _____________________ 

2) _____________________ 

3) _____________________ 

Our Response to the Tools: 

1) ________________ 

2) ________________ 

3) ________________ 

What is your moAvaAon to read the Word?: 

 

 

What can discourage us from reading the Word? How are we to respond? 
 
 
 
A Biblical Truth about the Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17): 

• How much of the Scripture is inspired? __________ 

• How much is profitable? ___________ 

• What is it good for? _____________________________________ 

• Why does it maRer? _____________________________________ 

 
A Good Goal in Reading the Word? Biblical ______________ + Personal ____________________ 
 
What should our hearts be like as we approach the Word of God? 
 
 
 
How to start in your own life with the Word of God: 

• Choose a ___________ 
• Choose a ___________ 
• Choose a ___________ 
• Begin in ____________ 
• ShiT into ___________ (Psalm 119:18 and 1 Samuel 3:10) 
• Choose a text a begin to _________ 
• _________ and Share 



Men’s Morning Study (Summer 2025) 
Tips & Pi[alls: 

• Worship Songs? 

• Pacing? 

• Lingering Worship, Prayer and Word 

“________________ leads to life change!!!” 

 

• Do not be impatient with God's transformation. 

• Don’t get bogged down when you don’t understand. 

• Don’t feel like you must finish reading a chapter or two all at once. 

• Get an overview of the Bible early on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What has your experience been reading the Bible?  

2. What is your current approach to reading the Bible? 

3. What are you praying for God to do in your life this summer? 



What is one thing you learned 
in the past that you are so glad 
you learned? Why?





“Organizer	of	Victory”	
Secretary	of	Defense

Gen.	George	C.	Marshall



June	5,	1947





“Organizer	of	Victory”	
Secretary	of	Defense	
Secretary	of	State	
Winner	of	Nobel	

Peace	Prize	in	1953

Gen.	George	C.	Marshall



The Marshall Plan?



The Tools of Gospel Transformation

1.The	Truth…God’s	Word	
2.The	Teacher…God’s	Spirit	
3.The	Tribe…God’s	People



Our Response to the Tools
1.Time	
2.		
3.		



Our Motivation?
1. Duty	>	Defiance	
2. DevoSon	>	Duty	
3. Delight	>	DevoSon





1.Time	
2.Transparency	
3.

Our Response to the Tools



1.Time	
2.Transparency	
3.Turning

Our Response to the Tools



What can discourage us from 
reading the Word?



Sin and Shame



Sin, Repentance & Celebration
Repentance	is	the	only	response	that	
builds	in3macy	with	the	Father	since	it	
is	the	only	response	that	is	a	move	
toward	Christ	and	not	away.	It	is	

rooted	in	trus3ng	the	heart	of	God.





The Word





















•How	much	of	the	Scripture	is	inspired?		

•How	much	is	profitable?		

•What	is	it	good	for?		

•Why	does	it	maXer?	

A Biblical Truth About the Word



Biblical Knowledge  
+ 

Personal Transformation



Visit	 	for	more	free	resources!

Our Heart Posture toward the Bible?
• A	broken	and	contrite	heart.	(Ps.	51:17)

http://keynotetemplate.com




Visit	 	for	more	free	resources!

Our Heart Posture toward the Bible?
• A	broken	and	contrite	heart.	(Ps.	51:17)	
• A	heart	that	worships	Him	in	spirit	and	in	
truth.	(John	4:23-24)
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Visit	 	for	more	free	resources!

Our Heart Posture toward the Bible?
• A	broken	and	contrite	heart.	(Ps.	51:17)	
• A	heart	that	worships	Him	in	spirit	and	in	
truth.	(John	4:23-24)	

• A	heart	of	humility.	(James	4:6)
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Visit	 	for	more	free	resources!

Our Heart Posture toward the Bible?
• A	broken	and	contrite	heart.	(Ps.	51:17)	
• A	heart	that	worships	Him	in	spirit	and	in	
truth.	(John	4:23-24)	

• A	heart	of	humility.	(James	4:6)	
• A	heart	of	obedience.	(James	1:22-23)

http://keynotetemplate.com




Where to Start in Your life with the Word?
1.Choose	a	Bme	
2.Choose	a	place	
3.Choose	a	passage	
4.Begin	in	sBllness	
5.ShiH	into	Prayer	
6.Read	
7.Write	&	Share









Tips and Pitfalls

• Worship	Songs?	
• Pacing?	
• Lingering	Worship,	
Prayer	and	Word



Lingering	leads	
to	life	change.



•Do	not	be	impaBent	with	God's	transformaBon.	
•Don’t	get	bogged	down	when	you	don’t	
understand.	

•Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	finish	a	chapter	or	two	
all	at	once.	

•Get	an	overview	of	the	Bible	early	on.

Tips	and	Pitfalls	Continued



The	Whole	Story	of	
the	Bible	in	16	Verse	
By	Chris	Bruno



Q&A



Discussion
1.What	has	your	experience	been	reading	
the	Bible?		

2.What	is	your	current	approach	to	reading	
the	Bible?	

3.What	are	you	praying	for	God	to	do	in	your	
life	this	summer?


