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A Christian’s Guide to Cultural Engagement Week 3: Losing Focus Along the Way 

 
Review: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James 4:7 “But resist the enemy and he will flee…” 
 
 
1 Peter 5:9 “Resist him and be firm in the faith…” 
 
 
 
 
 
Romans 12:2-3: 2 Do not be conformed to this world,3 but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
 
 
 
 
Galatians 5:24: Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 
 
 
 
Galatians 5:16-18: 16 I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the 
flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed to 
each other, so that you don’t do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Jonah 3:10 10 Then God saw their actions—that they had turned from their evil ways—so God relented from 
the disaster He had threatened to do to them. And He did not do it. 
 
 
 
 
Jonah 4:1-3: But Jonah was greatly displeased and became furious. 2 He prayed to the Lord: “Please, Lord, isn’t 
this what I said while I was still in my own country? That’s why I fled toward Tarshish in the first place. I knew 
that You are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to become angry, rich in faithful love, and One who 
relents from sending disaster. 3 And now, Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than 
to live.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 10 Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. 12 For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavens.  
 
 
 
 
 
Proverbs 5:1-6 My son, pay attention to my wisdom; listen closely to my understanding 2 so that you may 
maintain discretion and your lips safeguard knowledge. 3 Though the lips of the forbidden woman drip honey 
and her words are smoother than oil, 4 in the end she’s as bitter as wormwood and as sharp as a double-edged 
sword. 5 Her feet go down to death; her steps head straight for Sheol. 6 She doesn’t consider the path of life; 
she doesn’t know that her ways are unstable. 
 
 
 
 
Discussion: 

o What is a question you would like to discuss next week in class? 

o What are the biggest challenges you personally experience in interacting with others in culture today? 

o How are you doing at staying focused on the Mission? 

o Is it a bigger danger for you to conform or to collide with culture? 

o Are there groups of people you struggle to accept or to see as God’s image-bearers? Why do they seem 

unlovable to you? Do you think there are groups of people in society that our churches struggle to 

accept or that our churches see as unlovable? 
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Kingdom Ambassadors
1. Represent the Homeland
2. Faithful to Values of Homeland
3. Live in 2 worlds
4. Speak both languages
5. Know both cultures
6. Promote Peace
7. Seek to bring favor on homeland
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Discussion

•Why	cultural	engagement	matters	to	you?	
•What	is	going	well	as	an	ambassador?	
•What	is	a	challenge	of	being	an	
ambassador?
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• Look	at	the	two	ways	we	can	lose	focus	on	
the	mission.	

• Evaluate	our	own	hearts	in	these	two	areas.	

The	Journey	Ahead
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— Losing focus——————-
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Conformed to culture
— Losing focus——————-
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— Four Voices ——————-
1. The Enemy 
2. The world 
3. The Flesh 
4. The Holy Spirit
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9 Resist him and be firm in the 
faith… 

1 Peter 5:9

— 1. The enemy ———————
7 But resist the enemy and he 
will flee… 

James 4:7
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— 2. the world——————— 
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— 2. the world——————— 
2 Do not be conformed to this 
world,3 but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:2-3 
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— 3. The Flesh ———————
24 Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and 
desires. 

Galatians 5:24
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16 I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will 
not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For 
the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit desires what is against the 
flesh; these are opposed to each other, so 
that you don’t do what you want. 18 But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the law.                            ~Galatians 5:16-18

— 4. The Holy Spirit————
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YES!

— 4. The Holy Spirit————
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Colliding with Culture
— Losing focus——————-
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Jon a h
an example to avoid
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Discussion
• What	is	a	question	you	would	like	to	discuss	next	week	in	class?	
• What	are	the	biggest	challenges	you	personally	experience	in	
interacting	with	others	in	culture	today?	
• How	are	you	doing	at	staying	focused	on	the	Mission?	
• Is	it	a	bigger	danger	for	you	to	conform	or	to	collide	with	
culture?	
• Are	there	groups	of	people	you	struggle	to	accept	or	to	see	as	
God’s	image-bearers?	Why	do	they	seem	unlovable	to	you?	Do	
you	think	there	are	groups	of	people	in	society	that	our	
churches	struggle	to	accept	or	that	our	churches	see	as	
unlovable?	

http://keynotetemplate.com

