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The Creator gave His Law so His people would flourish instead suffer the
consequences of faulty human wisdom

Deuteronomy 4:5-8 - See, | have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God
commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of

it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight
of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a
wise and understanding people.” 7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as
the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8 And what great nation is there, that
has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that | set before you today?

Instead of flourishing under the Creator’s fatherly rule, people chose to descend into
chaos and suffering

Judges 2:11-19 - And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served
the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out
of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were
around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the Lord to

anger. 13 They abandoned the Lord and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of
the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them.
And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer
withstand their enemies 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them
for harm, as the Lord had warned, and as the Lord had sworn to them. And they were in terrible
distress. 16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and
bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked,
who had obeyed the commandments of the Lord, and they did not do so 18 Whenever

the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord was with the judge, and he saved them from the
hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning
because of those who dfflicted and oppressed them. 19 But whenever the judge died, they
turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and
bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways.
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Judges 21:25 - In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.

The human solution to their self-induced chaos was to exchange their freedom for the
false safety of tyranny

1 Samuel 8: 1-22 - When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of
his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in

Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes
and perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now
appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord 7 And the Lord said to
Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you,
but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that they
have done, from the day | brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and
serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall
solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 10 So
Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11 He
said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and
appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And he
will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his
chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will
take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his

servants. 16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young
men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and
you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have
chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19 But the people refused to
obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also
may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our
battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the
ears of the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a king.”
Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”



When the God-man Jesus came into His creation, His people finalized their rejection
and gave allegiance to their pagan oppressors

John 19:14-15 - Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour.
He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him,
crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but Caesar.”

God accepts Israel’s rejection and re-establishes Jesus as King and begins advancing
His Kingdom into all nations

Matthew 21:43—45 - Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you

and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them.

Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

If you want to flourish in a flourishing society instead of suffer chaos and tyranny,
obey and declare Jesus Christ as King over every single aspect of creation

1 Timothy 6:15b—16 - [Jesus] is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has

ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

The world is not going to embrace and obey Christ as King until His own people do it
first

2 Chronicles 7:14 - If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

1 Peter 4:17 - For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

Those who claim to be Christians can start by pondering questions like this:

- Isthere rebellion in my life where | need to surrender to the Kingship of Jesus
Christ?

- Am | turning to tyrants and human wisdom to save my world?

- Are there distractions keeping me from locking arms with my church to make
disciples of all nations and teach them to obey?
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