WELCOME TO GOD'S BEAUTIFUL ALTERNATIVE

If you've had enough of the heartache, hardship, and hate of a world at war with God
and you're ready to absolutely THRIVE in the life-giving, eternity-changing calling your
Designer has designed you to fulfil, then you are right where God wants you to bel
We are a community of imperfect people sincerely pursuing God's absolute best for
ourselves and everyone around us. That means if there is anything we can do to help
you take your next step in following Christ and finding His calling on your one and only
life, we are right next to you at whatever cost. If you've got questions, or want to
speak to a pastor, or would like to ask for prayer, grab that pen you got with this
handout and fill out one of those CONNECT CARDS that was along for the ride. Other
than that, we sincerely hope you have an incredible morning marked by a life-
changing encounter with the risen and reigning King Jesus Christ.

EVERYONE WANTS TO BUILD SOMETHING GREAT
The problem is finding the right opportunity. Fortunately, we've got a gaggle of life-
changing, eternity-shaping options for you. When you serve with One Missoula
Church, you help other people rise to become all that God made them to be. Here
are a couple key areas we can multiply your time, energy, and willingness to help
others:

- KidsMin (birth-5* grade) - bring love, joy, and biblical wisdom to young lives

- Host & Greeter Team - MASSIVELY important opportunity to help people know
they are not only welcome, but WANTED here

- Event Team - help us put together anything from special events to simple
hangouts so that we can make connections, deepen friendships, and make
memories

- Production Team - leverage lighting, screen, computer, and sound systems to
make the eternity-shaping message of Christ accessible to all

- Worship Band - sing or play guitar, bass, drums, and keys with others while
building the church and pointing one another to Christ

COMMUNITY LIKE NO OTHER

God never intended us to live life flying solo. At One Missoula Church we know we
are better together, so we are beginning to build incredible groups for community,
encouragement, and strengthening. While serving alongside others is an easy way
to build friendships (see above), we highly recommend joining a bi-weekly life group
or a Discovery Bible Study depending on where you are on your journey with God.
Just let us know about your interest on the connect card and we'll get in touch to
get you squared away.
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Confronting the debilitating doom and gloom prophecy profiteers is nothing
new, even though it might be new to us.

"It is evident that... every form of worship will be destroyed except the religion of Christ,
which will alone prevail. And indeed it will one day triumph, as its principles take
possession of the minds of men more and more every day.” - Origen of Alexandria
(influential church father who lived from 185-254 AD):

1 Corinthians 15:22-26 - For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. > But each in
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. * Then comes the
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority
and power. % For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. %6 The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

What's the order of events in this passage?
1. Jesus Christ is reigning NOW
2. Heis putting all His enemies under His feet
3. Jesus returns as victorious conqueror
4, Those who belong to Christ are “made alive” (resurrected)
5. Death (the final enemy) is defeated
6. Victorious Jesus turns His conquered Kingdom over to the Father and
submits Himself to the Father’s theocratic rule

If God teaches in the Bible that the Gospel will be victorious before King Jesus’s
“Second Coming”, why do many people believe that the world will get worse
and worse before Jesus returns?

1. People think “the Great Tribulation” is still in our future (we’ll talk about
this next week)

2. People think the “Last Days” are still in our future... and that’s not a
pretty picture

2 Timothy 3:1-9 - But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. ? For
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving
good, * treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, *
having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. ¢ For among them
are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray
by various passions, ” always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. ¢ Just as
Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind
and disqualified regarding the faith. ° But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all,
as was that of those two men. (see also 1 Timothy 4:1-2 and Jude 17-19)

How could the “last days” possibly be in our past?!?!? We only need to take the
time texts of the Bible literally*

1 Peter 1:20 - [Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in
the last times for the sake of you
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1_Corinthians 10:11 - Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

Hebrews 1:1-2 - Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world.

1 John 2:18 - Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now
many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.

James 5:1-3 - Come now, you rich, weep and howl! for the miseries that are coming upon you. ?
Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. > Your gold and silver have corroded,
and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up

treasure in the last days.

According to the Bible, the last days (notice the plural) were when the end of the
old covenant came in the first century. The last days were the period between
Jesus’ resurrection (~30 AD) and the destruction of Jerusalem and the Old
Covenant Temple (70 AD)
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Acts 2:15=21 - For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the
day. '° But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: '7 “’And in the last days it shall be,

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; '® even on VI CTO P ' Q. ! i 3

God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall P
my male servants and female servants in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall
prophesy. '? And | will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood,
and fire, and vapor of smoke; %° the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before \& \Jy
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the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 2" And it shall come to pass that everyone
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

While the last days are behind us, THE LAST DAY is still following the future
resurrection that occurs at the bodily return of Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians
15:22-26 above)

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 - | tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. *' Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all

sleep, but we shall all be changed, *? in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. °

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. * WEEK 3' TH E LAST DAYS
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on

immortality. ** When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, OCtOber 3' 202 1
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” >> “O death,

where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”*® The sting of death is sin, and the power of

sin is the law. *” But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. %

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the

Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 - For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. 2 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw— 3 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. ' Ifthe work that anyone
has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. ' If anyone’s work is burned up, he
will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Hebrews 10:24-25 - And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, % not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.



https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Co10.11
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Heb1.1-2
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Jn2.18
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Jas5.1-3
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Ac2.15-21
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Co15.50-58
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Co3.11-15
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Heb10.24-25

