
There are at least three possible explanations for those who claim to be “Christians” 
but act in opposition to Christ  

• You’re dealing with a New/Immature Christian 

• You’re dealing with a Confused/Deceived Christian 

• You’re dealing with a False Christiana 
 

2 Corinthians 11:25–26 - Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I 
was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the 
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers;  

 

Words are cheap! A lot of people self-identify as a “Christian” while God denies their 
claim 
 

Matthew 7:21–23 - “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
 

Matthew 15:8–9 “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain 
do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”  
 

Titus 1:16 - They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, 
disobedient, unfit for any good work.  
 

1 John 2:3–6 - And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By 
this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same 
way in which he walked.  
 

1 John 3:6–10 - No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed 
abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is 
evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.  

 

Good works do not merit salvation… they indicate salvation  
 

Ephesians 2:8–10 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.  

 

James 2:14–26 - What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 
16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, 
is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 
offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and 
faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see 
that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also 
Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead.  

 

BUT WAIT! Good works without faith will not save you 
 

Matthew 19:16–21 - And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must 
I do to have eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There 
is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to him, 
“Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still 
lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  

 

Good works flow from a heart changed by faith in Jesus Christ 
 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 - And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  

 

Bottom line: Faith in Jesus Christ looks like something! If your thoughts, desires, words, 
and deeds consistently run contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture, you would be 
wise to ask God why 
 

2 Corinthians 13:5 - Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or 
do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to 
meet the test! 

 


