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WEEK 3: SALVATION-DRIVEN SUFFERING, SUBMISSION. 
SACRIFICE, AND SERVICE 

 

                                                      FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
 

 
 

What if I/we need to do a deep dive on what the bible says about unique issues my marriage is facing? 
• Follow the links under “Find a counselor” on www.biblicalcounseling.com 

• Follow the links under “Find a counselor” on biblicalcounselingcoalition.org 
 

 

What if I am in a marriage where one of us is actively pursuing Christ and the other is not?  

 
“POWER COUPLE”             “PRESENT REALITY” 

 

1 Corinthians 7:10–16 - To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife 
should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried 
or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 12 To 
the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and 
she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any woman has a husband 
who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. 14 For 
the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it 
is, they are holy. 15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases 
the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16 For how do you 
know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, 
whether you will save your wife?  
 

Following Jesus Christ’s example in salvation-driven suffering, submission, sacrifice, and service 
is the only hope for many broken scenarios (even those that have nothing to do with marriage) 
 

1 Peter 3:1–4, 14-16 - Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if 
some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their 
wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be 
external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious….  But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor 
be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 

do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  
 

Humility and willful submission for the good of another is almost uniformly offensive to people 
in western civilizations, but central to the mission and message of Christ 

 

Mark 10:42–45 - And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those 
who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be 
slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” (see also John 13:1-17, 15:12-17) 

 

 
 

Daily Devotions 
HOW DOES JESUS’ example and CALL TO FOLLOW Him in salvation-driven suffering, submission, 
sacrifice, and service need to change the way I live in my real-world day-to-day life? 
 

1 Corinthians 9:19 - For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, 
that I might win more of them.  
 

Philippians 2:3–8 - Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
 

if your faith has put you at odds and made you an enemy with your spouse, how does the way 
of Christ empower you to slow or stop the downward spiral? 
 

Luke 6:31–36 – “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 32 If you 
love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the 
same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is 
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”  

 
 


