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Overview

Pastor Keith delivers a sermon on Romans chapter two regarding the dangers of religious hypocrisy and
the necessity of inward spiritual transformation.

Religious Deception

Keith explains that the Apostle Paul uses the Jewish people as a primary example to expose how
religious privilege can lead to false security. He identifies three categories of people who are often
deceived by "dead religion": pagans, moralists, and religious individuals.

¢ Knowledge vs. Obedience: Having biblical knowledge or teaching others does not equate to
personal righteousness if the truth has not transformed the individual's life.

e Outward vs. Inward: Religion often focuses on outward performance and religious service, whereas
God prioritizes inward holiness and the condition of the heart.

e Hypocrisy: Keith emphasizes that teaching commandments (such as not stealing or committing
adultery) while failing to practice them is the definition of hypocrisy.

Spiritual Reality

The discussion shifts from outward religious markers to the true nature of a relationship with God. Keith
argues that God looks past appearances and examines the heart, as noted in 1 Samuel 6:6.

e The Heart's Idols: Even those who reject physical idols may have "idols of the heart," such as pride,
self-righteousness, reputation, or placing family and possessions before God.

¢ True Circumcision: While the Jews viewed physical circumcision as a sign of their covenant with God,
Keith clarifies that Paul defines true circumcision as a spiritual reality—a "circumcision of the heart"
achieved through regeneration.

¢ Regeneration: Being "born again" means the old self is renewed by the blood of Jesus, moving a
person from mere religious activity to genuine devotion.

Divine Accountability

Keith concludes by highlighting the consequences of living a life inconsistent with one's profession of
faith.

e Dishonoring God: When a believer's conduct contradicts their teaching, it does more than break a
law; it dishonors God's character and reputation.

e Blasphemy: Hypocritical behavior causes the name of God to be blasphemed among non-believers,
acting as a stumbling block to those seeking salvation.

e Accountability: Those with greater religious knowledge and privilege are held to a higher standard of
accountability by God.

Outline

The Deception of Dead Religion

e Pastor Keith explains that religious credentials like knowing the Bible cannot save a person.



e He categorizes people into three groups: pagans, moralists, and religious people.

e The discussion focuses on how the Jewish people used their knowledge of God's will as a false sense of
security.

e Knowledge without transformation is described as a tragedy where minds are informed but lives
remain unchanged.

Exposing Religious Hypocrisy

e Pastor Keith uses Romans 2:21 to address those who teach others but do not apply truth to
themselves.

e He argues that teaching righteousness while practicing sin is the definition of hypocrisy.

e The sermon emphasizes that a person's lived life is a more powerful sermon than their spoken words.

e He warns that God holds those who teach others to a higher standard of accountability.

The Heart vs Outward Appearance

e The teaching highlights that God looks at the heart rather than outward religious appearance or
dignity.

e Pastor Keith references Matthew 5:28 to show that sin begins in the mind and heart before it becomes
an action.

e He notes that people often attempt to hide their true spiritual state behind religious masks.

e The core theme is that outward religion does not save; only inward change matters to God.

Hidden Idolatry in the Heart

e Pastor Keith explains that modern idols are often not made of stone but are things like pride,
reputation, and self-love.

e He defines idolatry as anything placed before God, including family, wealth, or personal
accomplishments.

e The sermon points out that the Pharisees enthroned themselves in their own hearts through self-
righteousness.

e True devotion requires seeking God first rather than seeking the honor of men.

The Worthlessness of Unobeyed Rituals

e The discussion moves to circumcision, explaining it was meant to be a symbol of a heart separated to
God.

e Pastor Keith argues that for the Jews, circumcision became useless because they broke the law they
claimed to protect.

e He explains that the ritual cannot substitute for actual righteousness or obedience to God's
commands.

e A person's religious identity or history does not guarantee salvation if their heart remains
unrepentant.

True Identity and Regeneration

e Paul's argument concludes that being a Jew is an inward reality rather than an outward physical mark.

e Real circumcision is described as a spiritual regeneration where the heart is transformed by the blood
of Jesus.

e The sermon distinguishes between religion, which seeks human praise, and regeneration, which seeks
God's approval.

e The final message is that God desires a sincere, transformed heart rather than mere ceremonial
activity.



