The Parable of the Tenants — Passion Parable Week

Quick recap

Pastor Keith discussed the parable of the wicked tenants from Matthew 21, drawing parallels
to Isaiah 5 and emphasizing God's faithfulness to His word, even in judgment. He also
explained a parable about a landowner who leases his vineyard to tenants, highlighting the
tenants' failure to produce fruit and their subsequent rejection of the landowner's son.
Lastly, Pastor Keith emphasized the importance of God's mercy and grace, and the need to
focus on these aspects in our lives.

Summary

Wicked Tenants and God's Judgment

Pastor Keith discusses the parable of the wicked tenants from Matthew 21, explaining that it
is a parable of judgment rather than about the kingdom of heaven. He draws parallels to
Isaiah 5, which uses similar vineyard imagery to describe God's relationship with Israel.
Pastor Keith emphasizes that Jesus is directly addressing the religious leaders, warning them
of coming judgment for their unfaithfulness despite God's care and provision. He notes that
this parable comes just days before Jesus' crucifixion, with Jesus knowing what is to come.
Pastor Keith highlights how the parable illustrates God's faithfulness to His word, even in
judgment.

Parable of the Vineyard Tenants

Pastor Keith discusses a parable about a landowner who leases his vineyard to tenants. The
tenants repeatedly mistreat and kill the servants sent to collect the harvest, and ultimately
kill the landowner's son. Pastor Keith explains that Jesus is telling this story to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who react with outrage at the tenants' behavior. When Jesus asks what
the landowner should do, they suggest destroying the wicked tenants and leasing the
vineyard to others who will pay the rent. Pastor Keith notes that this response shows the
listeners understood the parable's implications up to that point.



Parable of the Vineyard and God's Mercy

Pastor Keith discussed the parable of the vineyard, emphasizing the role of the tenants and
the landowner. He highlighted the tenants' failure to produce fruit and their subsequent
rejection of the landowner's son, who was sent to the vineyard. Pastor Keith drew parallels
between the parable and the Pharisees and the Jewish people, who were expected to
produce fruit but instead rejected Jesus. He concluded by emphasizing the importance of
God's mercy and grace, and the need to focus on these aspects in our lives.



