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Growing in His Likeness

Why Is Church Belonging So Vital?
Session 5 - October 8, 2023

You cannot be a Christian by
yourself. Christianity is not a private
affair of an individual believer, but a

:BIG
L
= way of life calling us into spiritual
fellowship with the whole body of
I D EA Christ, the Church, for the sake of

the world.
SUMMARY

 The Church is not a religious organization, voluntary society, or social
club, but a community of believers who embody the ongoing person
and work of Jesus Christ.

 The Christian faith is unintelligible - and therefore irrelevant - to the
world around us unless it is a reality lived out by Christians through
the life of the Church.

* This lived reality takes its form in worship (identity), fellowship
(belonging), and mission (purpose). (We will talk about mission next week!)

* The fellowship of the church has a practical shape. It involves real
belonging and participation at the local level - within a congregation.

« We cannot grow as Christians or fulfill our baptismal covenant apart
from participation in the Church.

SOMETHING TO READ TOGETHER

“Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless

it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. | am the

vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15: 4-5)

R

How does Jesus’ metaphor of the vine and the branches connect to what it
means to be a Christian? How does this illustrate the life of the church?

SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT TOGETHER

What is most important or impactful to you about your membership at this

church?
SOMETHING TO TRY AT HOME

Pray about where God is calling you to engage. (Description on reverse)




SOMETHING TO TRY AT HOME

Pray about where God might be calling you to engage more deeply
in the life of the Church. Maybe that means making a commitment to
Sunday worship every week. Maybe that means becoming a member,
if you have not already, or inviting someone else to become a
member. (We have a Discover Membership class starting on October
22, if you’d like to learn more!) Maybe it means regular giving, signing
up to pledge a percentage of your financial resources. Or maybe

that means giving your time as a volunteer at events like Oktober on
the Boulevard (the afternoon of October 22), or during our Sunday
services and classes. All of these are ways that we grow as disciples
of Jesus Christ!

NOTES

!
PL%ts ACCESS STUDY VIDEOS

g%s'@{t & HANDOUTS ONLINE




