
Discussion  Questions:Application Questions: 
·      What are some of your own advantages or tendencies that 

you have come to rely on to make it through your 
everyday life? How do these stand as roadblocks to 
gaining Christ (v. 8)? 

·      What does a knowledge of Christ bring according to vv. 8–
10? Why are these important to have as we live life? 

·       How are you getting a knowledge of Jesus? Is it 
something that you can do on your own (why or why not)? 
Is this knowledge informational or relational (how so)? 

·      How are we to pursue Christ according to vv. 12–14? What 
should this look like in your life? What are the things 
behind that you need to forget?  

·      How should our heavenly citizenship (v. 20) affect the way 
that we view citizenship here in America? 

·      Regarding someone alive today, whose life do you pattern 
yours after? If you don’t have someone, what steps should 
you take for this important aspect of discipleship? 
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Through the Gospel, Jesus transforms our ... 
  

1.     Purpose (7–11) 
a.     from relying on our natural advantages 
b.     to knowing Christ 

 

2.     Pursuit (12–16) 
a.     from pride in what I have already achieved 
b.     to the goal of Christlikeness that awaits me 

 

3.     Pattern (17–21) 
a.     from those whose lives oppose Christ 
b.     to those who recognize they are citizens of heaven 

  
Main Idea: Knowing Jesus remains the only point to life. 
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