Discussion Questions:
1. Do you have the mindset of a minister (servant) because of God’s
mercy? How is it showing itself in your life?

2. What tends to threaten your confidence in God?
Date: November 4, 2018
Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Title: Gripped: The Conviction of the Apostle Paul, pt. 1
Summary: The Bible is given, not only to instruct us, but to show us
what faith looks like in real life in the grand redemptive narrative. We
are not merely spectators, but active participants in the unfolding gospel
story. Scripture is filled with real people who lived out their faith in the
midst of suffering, persecution, wickedness, and every other reality of
the human condition. This week we will begin a four week series looking
at the conviction of the Apostle Paul through 2 Corinthians 4. The main
question we will answer is, “What does it look like to be gripped by
God?”
Outline:
I. Gripped by Mercy (4:1)
a. Being gripped by God brings freedom (3:17)
b. God’s mercy is accomplishing something glorious (3:17-18)
c. God’s mercy produces ministers (servants) who extend that mercy
to others (4:1)
d. God’s mercy emboldens and sustains Christians (v. 1)
II. Gripped by Integrity (4:2)
a. Confidence in God’s word purifies the witness of the church
b. Confidence in God’s word leads to a clear conscience
III. Gripped by the Spiritual Reality (4:3-4)
a. Understanding the spiritual reality produces compassion towards
unbelievers (v. 3)
b. Understanding the spiritual realm frees us from manipulating
others (v. 4)
c. Understanding the spiritual realm reminds us who the true enemy
is and where the true battle exists
IV. Gripped by Christ’s power (4:5-6)
a. Faith in Christ produces servants (v. 5)
b. Faith in Christ is forever rooted in God’s grace (v. 6)
c. Remembering God’s grace produces confidence in God’s people
(v. 6)

3. Do you ever feel pressure to manipulate or coerce others (neighbors,
co-workers, spouse, children, etc.) into believing the gospel?
How does confidence in God’s mercy and his gospel free you from
that pressure?

4. What is your general attitude towards those who don’t believe the
gospel? Are you merciful and compassionate, or self-righteous?

5. What can you do to remember God’s grace toward you this week?

6. Who is in your life that needs you to go to battle on their behalf
against the true spiritual enemy?
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