
Genesis 37:1-6 

37 Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of 

Canaan. 2 This is the history of Jacob.  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 

feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and 

the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to 

his father.  3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was 

the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated 

him and could not speak peaceably to him.  5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he 

told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.  NKJV 

 

Philippians 1:6-7 

6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 

will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  NKJV 

 

Genesis 37:18-20 

18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they 

conspired against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, "Look, this 

dreamer is coming! 20 Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some 

pit; and we shall say, 'Some wild beast has devoured him.' We shall see what will 

become of his dreams!"  NKJV 

 

Luke 12:41-48 

41 Then Peter said to Him, "Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all 

people?"  

 



42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 

master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in 

due season?  43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when 

he comes.  44 Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has.  

45 But if that servant says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' and 

begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk,  

46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, 

and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his 

portion with the unbelievers.  47 And that servant who knew his master's will, and 

did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many 

stripes.  48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, 

shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much 

will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the 

more.  NKJV 

 

2 Peter 1:1-9 

Greeting the Faithful 

1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 

obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior 

Jesus Christ:  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and 

of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to 

life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, 

that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world through lust.   

Fruitful Growth in the Faith 

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 

virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 

perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 

kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 



barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks 

these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his old sins.  NKJV 

 

Ps 103:1-9 

Praise for the Lord's Mercies 

A Psalm of David. 

103 Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name!  2 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 3 Who forgives all your 

iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, 4 Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,  5 Who satisfies your 

mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  6 The 

Lord executes righteousness And justice for all who are oppressed.  7 He made 

known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.  8 The Lord is merciful 

and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.  9 He will not always strive 

with us, NKJV 

 

 

Harlem 

Langston Hughes - 1902-1967 

What happens to a dream deferred? 

       Does it dry up 
       like a raisin in the sun? 
       Or fester like a sore— 
       And then run? 
       Does it stink like rotten meat? 

https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes


       Or crust and sugar over— 
       like a syrupy sweet? 

       Maybe it just sags 
       like a heavy load. 

       Or does it explode? 

 

 


