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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Introduction

TODAY’S THEME: Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this
Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now | see,”
declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God'’s
beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head
with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US FOR THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP

Print out your bulletin or use it on your phone or tablet to follow along.
Announcements are televised or found on our website

Be creative how you worship and remember God during this time. It will calm your soul, give you peace
and enliven your spirit.



Our community gathers in unity with others in-person and a virtual way.
We hope all people find it easy to follow along.

GOD GATHERS US

Announcements are found on our website

PRELUDE Praise to the Lord the Almighty
We invite you to read/respond to the texts, pray the prayers, using this as a meditation guide all week long.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

OPENING SONG Praise to the Lord the Almighty ELW 858/Red Hymnal
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if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650—1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbiich, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665



GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

P: Let us pray... Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ,

C: and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE

P:  God has received us, pardoned us and loved us; let us forgive each other in love
and share the peace of Christ. Peace be with you.

C: Andyou also.

Share the peace with each other either by a wave or a bow.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came
endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen
successor to Saul.

"The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” ? Samuel said, “How
can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you
and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ ° Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will
show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.”
*Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said, “Peaceably. |
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  Then
Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” * Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has
the LORD chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and



Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse,
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until
he comes here.” ' He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes
and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” "> Then
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the
spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out
and went to Ramah.

L: Word of God; Word of Life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

(Please rise for the reading of the Gospel)

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John
ALL: Glory to you O Lord

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual
blindness to the things of God.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. ? His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ® Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. “ We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. °As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
®When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, " saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ® The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?” “ Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am he.” '’ But they kept asking him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and
received my sight.” '” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “| do not know.”

S They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” '® Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. '” So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

'®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they



called the parents of the man who had received his sight '°and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” ?’ His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, ?' but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” ?* His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. ?° Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

4 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” > He answered, ‘| do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.”

5 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ?" He
answered them, “| have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” ?* Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ?° We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *° The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. °' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. > Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *° If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

% Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” *° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may
believe in him.” *” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” ** He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. *° Jesus said, “l came into this
world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may
become blind.” *° Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” *' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord
ALL: Praise to You O Christ!

MESSAGE FOR ALL
Pastor David Mercurio

SONG OF DAY Lamb of God ELW 336/Red Hymnal



Lamb Of God

Words and Music by

Twila Paris
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APOSTLES' CREED

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING IS WELCOMED

P: O God,

C: maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to
bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

(An offering will be taken before the prayer.)

Offertory Music Lamb of God, Your Only Son

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
See list of those Grace is currently praying for at end of this document

or online. Please let us know your prayer needs. LETUS PRAY
TOGETHER

Please respond accordingly



P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

P: God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered
animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural
disasters. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and
violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and
community organizations who seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant,
and transform the hearts of all infected by the wages of sin. Care for all in special need
this day. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to
share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding,
celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal
journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: Lift up your hearts.

ALL: We lift them in the Spirit’s love.

P: Let us give thanks to our Triune God.

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O God. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all who believe in
Him should not perish. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us



through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his Holy Supper.

P: WORDS OF INSTITUTION

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen

P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

TAKE AND EAT OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion hymn
Lamb of God ELW page 146/Red Hymnal

Meditation: A time of silent reflection congregation may use this time to remember
Jesus, calm your soul, pray, repent, experience spiritual renewal and/or just listen
for God.

Luke 18:31-33

*'Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “Look, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will
be accomplished. *? For he will be handed over to the gentiles, and he will be
mocked and insulted and spat upon. *° After they have flogged him, they will kill
him, and on the third day he will rise again.”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: God of our salvation,

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may
we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.



CLOSING SONG

In the Cross of Christ | Glory

ELW 324/Red Hymnal

In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867
GOD SENDS US

BLESSING

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, -+ bless you

now and always.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.

All: Thanks be to God.
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ADDITIONAL WEEKLY LECTIONARY LESSON
Psalm 23

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)
Ephesians 5:8-14

Awake from sleep, live as children of light

3/15/26 ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL is TODAY. In April, we will have Sunday School on the 2" and 4"
Sundays of the month due to Easter falling on the first Sunday of the month.

LINE DANCING continues on TUESDAY's from 6pm-7pm in Fellowship Hall.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY Pastor David will lead our Lenten Bible study again this
February and March. There will be a Wednesday Lenten Soup & Bible Study at noon on:
Feb. 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25; and a Saturday Lenten Coffee & Bible Study at 9:30am on:
Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28. Please sign up in the Welcome area so that Pastor is aware
of how many copies to prepare for Wed. or Sat.

UPCOMING EASTER SEASON HAPPENINGS Seder dinner on Maundy Thursday, April
2; Good Friday worship 7pm @ Cong'l Church; Easter Sunday: April 5 with Easter
breakfast provided before or after worship. Please watch for weekly handouts, weekly e-
blasts or sign-up sheets (in welcome area) for details.

PLAN TO JOIN US FOR THIS YEAR’S SEDER DINNER!!
How can we as Christians relate to the Jewish celebration of Passover? For us, we know
the rest of the story. The sacrificial lamb of the Exodus story was a foreshadowing of




Jesus as our perfect and once-for-all-time sacrifice for sins. When Jesus held the Last
Supper with his disciples, a celebration of Passover, he made the New Covenant with all
future disciples when he said: "This is my body given for you; this is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you." Please join us for the blessed event on Thursday,
April 2 at 6:00 PM. Pastor David

LECTORS ARE NEEDED for readings during our service. Please look for the clipboard.
Thank you for your assistance in our service.

SHOE BOX COLLECTION in lower level outside of Fellowship Hall. Please help!

BRIDGE TO LIFE DONATIONS The Bridge to Life Group continues to collect donations
for the Elgin homeless. For details see the newsletter or Cathy Whiteside. Thank you for
your generous donations!

MARCH NEWSLETTER is available on-line at www.graceoflilylake.org. If you would like
to submit anything for the newsletter, please email the information to Marty Bradley by
the 24" of the month: masbradley50@gmail.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES Are you looking for ways to be a little more involved in
our church each week? We have a variety of tasks that take place before and during
each Sunday worship service, such as preparing communion and altar, reading our
announcements and Bible reading, ushering, running the PowerPoint during the
service. A variety of ways to be a part of our worship behind the scenes or up

front. Please see Pastor for more information.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL takes place every Monday and
Wednesday from 9:15am — 1:15pm. We will be adding a 2-Year-Old class on Tuesdays
from 8:45am — 10:45am in the fall of 2026. If you know of anyone with a child ages 2-5,
please let them know of this engaging Christian preschool program. More info can be
found on our website, www.graceoflilylake.org/preschool or you can contact Janice
Muncie at 630-854-1066.

SECURITY FOR PRESCHOOL Please be reminded that our Preschool policies are that
all entry doors remain locked during preschool hours. If you need to come into church,
we ask that you lock the door behind you, and of course ensure it is locked when you
depart. And this is a good time for another request for anyone in and out of church or the
last one here at church, please check all exit doors on both levels to ensure they are
locked.

NOISY OFFERING We gratefully accept your "noisy offering" after each service. These
funds add up and go towards our capital improvement projects.
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Nancy Corbige continues to collect email addresses for the
Pottawatomie Partnership email distribution list. We currently have a house in-build in St.
Charles. (Questions, you may call or text Nancy at 847-212-0237.)

OFFERINGS & FAITHFUL GIVING FOR THE MINISTRIES AT GRACE We are thankful
and blessed with your offerings and donations to Grace. Offerings received as of

March 9: $ 3,805 (weekly goal is ~$4,000); this includes a donation from Thrivent ~
Thank you for our members who have earmarked their Choice Dollars to Grace ~

~ Blessings upon Grace in our 132" year of ministry ~

VISIT OUR Website: www.graceoflilylake.org (.ORG not .COM)
FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND SERVICES
Get ALL the news you NEED there — including our weekly services
Our FACEBOOK PAGE for activities and posts of interest:
https://Iwww.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/

630-365-6751

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH
God’s Church in all time and place, that God be seen and heard.
* As we face these times both together and while apart, keep us from fear, suffering
and death.
* Ministries of the ELCA and Metro Chicago Synod, especially Bishop Yehiel Curry.
* Efforts of Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, and Disaster Relief
FOR THE WORLD

* For every living person facing the threat of coronavirus — it affects us all, our loved
ones and our worldwide neighbors together.

* For the healing of the divisions in our Nation.

FOR OUR CONGREGATION

* For God's Spirit to guide the Vision Team, and whole congregation as we face

transition and change.
* As we plan regarding the future of our congregation.
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY (members, relatives, and friends of members of our
congregation)
* Nathan Sajdak, grandson of Bill and Lori U'Ren
* William Delmer, grandson of Kirk and Kathy Hooey
* David Brazee, Grandson of Steve and Cathy Lindquist
(If you know of someone currently serving our country, please share their information with
the Church office.)
FOR ALL


http://www.graceoflilylake.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/

The continued support of our members

For all members of healthcare around the world

For those serving as first responders and in the military
For our Nation, to extend peace in all things.

* * * *

FOR THOSE SICK IN BODY, MIND OR SPIRIT... For our “Grace Family” members:
Betty Boor, Craig Bradley, Dan Burtnette, Lillian Carlson, Nancy Corbige, Ken
Deutschmann, Alexa Diehl, Natalia Diehl, Jan Docherty, Kathy Hooey, Rich Jackson,
Manfred Kaufmann, Paul Kinsel, Katie Kozeva, Pastor Dave & Carol Langseth, Tom and
Lois Larkin, Ray Larsen, Larry Linden, Pat & Chili Lindgren, Steve Lindquist, Joan
Mortensen, Jan Myers, Carol Nelson, Ed Nordwind, Nancy & John Schaefer, Bud and
Marilyn Wise, Norm Turner, Wayne Whiteside, For our Families and Friends: Howard,
Jim, Scott, Fred Alstadt, Barb Asher, Kathy Barton (mother of Tom Barton), Howard and
Christine Baumert, Viola Bradshaw, Cindy Carlson, Joanie Chernick, David Diehl,
Rebecca Eagen,Ted Ellingsen, Pat Eineke, Joyce Helander, Andrew Kinsel, Bob
Koehling, Sally Kruthoff (daughter of Nancy Schnaitman), Karl Kruthoff, Gay Leslie,
Janelle McDonald, Linda Mowers, Ray Navarro, Oksana & Maria, Donald Overby, Emily
Peters, Marc Pluskowski (dear friend of Heidi Anderson), Marion Schlindwein (Dan and
Nancy Burtnette’s mom/mother-in-law), John Schnaitman, Kelly Wilken, Ron Wilken,
Greg & Val Williams, and Barbara Zegiel.

If you have requested that anyone (including yourself) be put on Grace's prayer list, thank you for your
faith in our work of prayer! In order to keep our list current and accurate, we would like to hear from you
regarding the need for continued prayer, praises and new requests. You may place these in a note in
the offering plate, send them on-line via our prayer card on our website, leave them on the answering
machine at church (630-365-6751) or speak with Pastor or Kathy Hooey. Aren't we blessed to have a
God who listens and cares!

ALSO - Do you know someone who could use a reminder of our prayers and God's constant love? We
have lovely prayer shawls all ready for delivery. Just call or see Twyla Strom for prayer



