
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
Introduction 
 

TODAY’S THEME: The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen 
Jesus. Wading in the water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating 
holy communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and 
again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the 
Easter life to others. 
 

 

 

Print out your bulletin or use it on your phone or tablet to follow along. 
Announcements are televised or found on our website 

 

WELCOME TO  

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF LILY LAKE, IL 

5N600 Hanson Road, St. Charles, IL 60175 

                 OFFICE:  630-365-6751   *   E-MAIL: general@graceoflilylake.org 

WEB ADDRESS: www.graceoflilylake.org 

 

Sunday, May 4th, 2025  *   9:30 AM    *  INPERSON and ONLINE 

 



 

Be creative how you worship and remember God during this time. It will calm your soul, give you peace 
and enliven your spirit. 

Our community gathers in unity with others in-person and a virtual way. 
We hope all people find it easy to follow along. 

 

GOD GATHERS US 
Announcements are found on our website 

 

 
PRELUDE                       Christian Harmony 

  

   
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

           
We invite you to read/respond to the texts, pray the prayers, using this as a meditation guide all week long. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

P: In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 
C: Amen. 
P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
P: Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 



 

rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING HYMN  
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain                    ELW 363, v.2,3,4/Red Hymnal 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P:   The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray…Eternal and all-merciful God,  
C with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might. By the 
resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
 
P:      God has received us, pardoned us and loved us; let us forgive each other in love 
and share the peace of Christ. Peace be with you. 
C: And you also. 
 

Share the peace with each other either by a wave or a bow. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 9:1-20 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. 
This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with 
Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 



 

3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because 
they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and 
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But 
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people 
of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something 
like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  
 
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began 
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
 
L:  Word of God; Word of Life.       
All:     Thanks be to God.    
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Gospel)  

GOSPEL:    John 21:1-19 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John                      
ALL:  Glory to you O Lord 
 

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. 
After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a 
disciple’s love and obedience. 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the 
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 



 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 
  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 
was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered 
him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 
into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 
to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus 
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said 
to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 
my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own 
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) 
After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
ALL: Praise to You O Christ!  

 
MESSAGE FOR ALL 
Pastor David Mercurio 

 
SONG OF DAY     Alleluia! Jesus is Risen   ELW 377, v. 1,2,4/Red Hymnal 
       
APOSTLES' CREED 
 

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  



 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING IS WELCOMED 

 
P: Risen One, 
C: you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this 
meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 
(An offering will be taken before the prayer.) 
 
Offertory Music    Taste and See 
 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE  

See list of those Grace is currently praying for at end of this document 
or online.  Please let us know your prayer needs. 
 
Please respond accordingly 

P:  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 



 

P: Your love sustains the church and its ministries. By that love, equip youth directors, 
Sunday school teachers, and all who guide formation in the church to nurture vibrant, 
living faith among your people. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Your abundance is made known throughout creation. Preserve oceans and rivers, 
lakes and estuaries so that all creatures living in them might flourish. Make us wise 
stewards of our local watersheds. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace. Amplify the voices of those 
most in need. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Your compassion surrounds all who are in need. We pray for all people experiencing 
poverty and food insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and economic uncertainty. 
Reassure all who experience hopelessness or need your tender care. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical 
hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better welcome visitors 
and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and places. May their lives of 
faith guide us in our own journeys with you, today and every day. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION   
   

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

P:  Lift up your hearts.    
ALL: We lift them in the Spirit’s love.    
P:  Let us give thanks to our Triune God.    
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
 
P:  It is indeed right that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to 
you, O God.  In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all who believe in 
Him should not perish.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his Holy Supper.    
 



 

P: WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
ALL: The Lord’s Prayer 

         Our Father who art in heaven,    
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,    
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;    
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us    
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory    

Forever and ever.  Amen 
 
P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
All: Thanks be to God  
 

 
TAKE AND EAT OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
Communion Hymns: 
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life                                     ELW 472, sing 3x /Red Hymnal 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!           ELW 385/Red Hymnal 
I Love to Tell the Story                                          ELW 661/Red Hymnal 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    

  
P: Living One, 
C: in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your 
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary 
world. Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG 
Come You Faithful , Raise the Strain                    ELW 363, v. 5/Red Hymnal 
 

GOD SENDS US 
 

BLESSING  

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 



 

P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
POSTLUDE   Te Deum                                                    Charpentier 
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ADDITIONAL WEEKLY LECTIONARY LESSON 
Psalm 30  
You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:11)  
Revelation 5:11-14  
The song of the living creatures to the Lamb 
 
 

5/4/25 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WORSHIP MASKING-Update  We have been sitting at a social distance as we have felt 
comfortable in the sanctuary. Please continue Masking at your comfort level.  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are donated today by Dallas and Deb Peters in celebration of their 
46th wedding anniversary!  Congratulations! 
 
LINE DANCING takes place Thursdays from 6-7pm in Fellowship Hall.  Our last class 
for the spring is this Thursday, May 8th. We will resume again in the fall. 
 
THE 2025 FLOWER CHART is up and on the wall in the welcome area. The price for 
2025 will be $20. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL is TODAY! Our May classes are today, May 4th and our last class on 
May 18th. We plan to have a celebration of the year at our last class! 
 



 

RUMMAGE SALE MAY 15TH AND 16TH  Rummage Sale donations drop-off: May 
13th  (varied times), 14th  (10am-4pm) , 15th (10am-3pm).  The volunteer sign-up sheet is 
posted in the welcoming area. 
 
SHOE BOX COLLECTION in lower level outside of Fellowship Hall.  Please help! 
 
PARENTS DAY OUT program is now GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL! 
Same day and time: Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 9:15am – 1:15pm. Registration 
for next school year, 2025-2026, is open! If you know of anyone with a child ages 3-5, 
please let them know of this engaging Christian preschool program.  Our last class for 
this school year is Wed., May 14th. Info can be found on our website, 
www.graceoflilylake.org/preschool or you can contact Janice Muncie at 630-854-1066. 
 
BRIDGE TO LIFE DONATIONS The Bridge to Life Group continues to collect donations 
for the Elgin homeless. For details see the newsletter or Cathy Whiteside. Thank you for 
your generous donations!  
 
LECTORS ARE NEEDED for readings during our service.  Please look for the clipboard. 
Thank you for your assistance in our service. 
 
MAY NEWSLETTER is available on-line at www.graceoflilylake.org (please note the 
new website address ends in a “.org” rather than a “.com”) 
 
NOISY OFFERING We continue to collect weekly noisy offering to help offset various 
costs of specific expenses or a specific fundraiser.  If you wish to contribute to the 
"Building Maintenance Fund" - please mark this specific donation on your check.  These 
donations are for unplanned/unbudgeted building maintenance repairs.  Thank you for 
your support!  
 
OFFERINGS & FAITHFUL GIVING FOR THE MINISTRIES AT GRACE  
Offerings received during the last full week of April - as of 4/28 :  $1,834 .  Your time, 
talents and gifts are a true commitment to our church and growing ministries here at 
Grace. 
 
Thank you for the donations of copy paper, stamps and printer cartridge.  We have a 
continual need for printer ink cartridges (or even donations towards this cost) -  please 
contact Tricia for details. 
 

~  Blessings upon Grace in our 131st year of ministry ~ 
 

VISIT OUR Website: www.graceoflilylake.org (.ORG not .COM) 
FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND SERVICES 

Get ALL the news you NEED there – including our weekly services 

http://www.graceoflilylake.org/preschool
http://www.graceoflilylake.org/


 

Our FACEBOOK PAGE for activities and posts of interest: 
https://www.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/ 

630-365-6751 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH  
* God’s Church in all time and place, that God be seen and heard.    
* As we face these times both together and while apart, keep us from fear, suffering  

and death.                                                     
* Ministries of the ELCA and Metro Chicago Synod, especially Bishop Yehiel Curry.  
* Efforts of Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, and Disaster Relief 
FOR THE WORLD  
* For every living person facing the threat of coronavirus – it affects us all, our loved 
 ones and our worldwide neighbors together.  

* For the healing of the divisions in our Nation. 
FOR OUR CONGREGATION  
* For God's Spirit to guide the Vision Team, and whole congregation as we face 

transition and change.   
* As we plan regarding the future of our congregation.  
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY (members, relatives, and friends of members of our 
congregation)        
*    Nathan Sajdak, grandson of Bill and Lori U’Ren 
* William Delmer, grandson of Kirk and Kathy Hooey   
*    David Brazee, Grandson of Steve and Cathy Lindquist  
(If you know of someone currently serving our country, please share their information with 
the Church office.)  
FOR ALL  
*  The continued support of our members    
*   For all members of healthcare around the world  
*   For those serving as first responders and in the military       
*   For our Nation, to extend peace in all things.  
 
FOR THOSE SICK IN BODY, MIND OR SPIRIT… For our “Grace Family” members: 
Betty Boor, Dan Burtnette, Lillian Carlson, Nancy Corbige, Ken Deutschmann, Alexa 
Diehl, Natalia Diehl, Jan Docherty, Suzanne Girsch, Kirk Hooey, Kathy Jackson, Manfred 
Kaufmann, Paul Kinsel, Katie Kozeva, Pastor Dave & Carol Langseth, Tom and Lois 
Larkin,   Ray Larsen, Pat & Chili Lindgren, Steve Lindquist, Joan Mortensen, Ed 
Nordwind, Nancy & John Schaefer, Char Sportsman, Bud Wise, Margaret Swanson, 
Norm Turner, Wayne Whiteside, For our Families and Friends: Howard, Jim, Scott, 
Fred Alstadt, Barb Asher, Howard and Christine Baumert, Viola Bradshaw, Cindy 
Carlson, Joanie Chernick, David Diehl, Rebecca Eagen, Ted Ellingsen, Pat Eineke, 
Joyce Helander, Andrew Kinsel, Bob Koehling, Karl Kruthoff, Gay Leslie, Sherry Manke, 
Janelle McDonald, Linda Mowers, Ray Navarro, Oksana & Maria, Donald Overby, Emily 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/


 

Peters, John Schnaitman, Pastor Arne Walker, Kelly Wilken, Ron Wilken, Greg & Val 
Williams, and Barbara Zegiel.  
   

Our prayers and sympathy to the family of Robert Nelson who passed away on April 
18th.   His service was on Sat., April 26th here at Grace. 
 
 
If you have requested that anyone (including yourself) be put on Grace's prayer list, thank you for your 
faith in our work of prayer!  In order to keep our list current and accurate, we would like to hear from you 
regarding the need for continued prayer, praises and new requests.  You may place these in a note in 
the offering plate, send them on-line via our prayer card on our website, leave them on the answering 
machine at church (630-365-6751) or speak with Pastor or Kathy Hooey.  Aren't we blessed to have a 
God who listens and cares!   
 
ALSO - Do you know someone who could use a reminder of our prayers and God's constant love?  We 
have lovely prayer shawls all ready for delivery.  Just call or see Twyla Strom for prayer shawl needs. 

 


