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15t Sunday of Christmas

Introduction

TODAY’S THEME: As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today
confronts us with the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ
does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk
with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In
our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us
as in days of old.

Print out your bulletin or use it on your phone or tablet to follow along.
Announcements are televised or found on our website

Be creative how you worship and remember God during this time. It will calm your soul, give you peace
and enliven your spirit.



Our community gathers in unity with others in-person and a virtual way.

We hope all people find it easy to follow along.
We invite you to read/respond to the texts, pray the prayers, using this as a meditation guide all week long.

GOD GATHERS US

PRELUDE March of the Kings Simone

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements are found on our website

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of
Peace.

C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we
have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always
embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking
refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our
reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing
the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

P: God'’s grace upon grace flows over you. *+ Christ’s presence redeems the whole
creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270/Red Hymnal



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

P: Let us pray...O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from



harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
P:  God has received us, pardoned us and loved us; let us forgive each other in love
and share the peace of Christ. Peace be with you.

C: Andyou also.

Share the peace with each other either by a wave or a bow.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING: Psalm 148

The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

L: "Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.

C: “Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

L: ® Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

C: “Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

L: °Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,

C: °who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not
pass away.

L: " Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

C: fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

L: “mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

C: "“wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

L: " sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;

C: “young men and maidens, old and young together.

L: " Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose
splendor is over earth and heaven.

C: "“The LoORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

L: Word of God; Word of Life.
All:  Thanks be to God.



A WORD FOR ALL 60D'S KIDS
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Children’s Message

(Please rise for the reading of the Gospel.)

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew
ALL: Glory to you O Lord

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the
Jealousy of Herod.

¥ Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” '* Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt "> and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
“Out of Egypt | have called my son.”

'“When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. ' Then what had been spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

8“A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

"“When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, “°“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” ' Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. ? But when he heard that Archelaus was
ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. ?° There he made his home in
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord
ALL: Praise to You O Christ!

MESSAGE FOR ALL
Pastor David Mercurio

SONG OF DAY In the Bleak Midwinter ELW 294/Red Hymnal
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give him, poor. . . . as I am?
0 .
) A \) J lh
J ) 'v : d/ [§])
earth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
It I were a shep - herd I  would bring a lamb;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

APOSTLES' CREED

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.



| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING IS WELCOMED

P: God of glory,

C: great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use
us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth
may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

(An offering will be taken before the prayer.)

Offertory Music What Child is This?

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

See list of those Grace is currently praying for at end of this document

or online. Please let us know your prayer needs. LET US PR
TOGETHER

Please respond accordingly.

P: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation,

and all who are in need.

A brief silence.



P: God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to
the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do
likewise. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your
love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we
have broken. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out
your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your
hand. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered
your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted
Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn,
we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and
protection. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
P: God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: Lift up your hearts.

ALL: We lift them in the Spirit’s love.

P: Let us give thanks to our Triune God.

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O God. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all who believe in
Him should not perish. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us



through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his Holy Supper.

P: WORDS OF INSTITUTION

ALL: The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen

P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

TAKE AND EAT OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion Hymns:

| Wonder as | Wander WOV 642/Blue Hymnal
We Three Kings WOV 646/Blue Hymnal
The First Noel ELW 300/Red Hymnal
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Text: Jaroslav]. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: Paul Manz, b. 1919

T'ext © 1984 Jaroslav J. Vajda

Music © 1991 Morning Star Music Publishers

I Wonder As I Wander
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Text: Appalachian carol, collected by John Jacob Ni

Music:  Appalachian folk tune, adapt. John Jacob Niles, 18921980

© 1934 (renewed) by G. Schirmer. Inc. (AS.CAP.)

les. 1892--1980 1 WONDER
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We  three kings of O - - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense
4 Myrrh is mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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gifts we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - cer
owns a de - 1 - ty nigh; prayer and prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - ri - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - er, O - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - 1ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - a: al - le - lu-1a the earth re - plies.
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 18201891

thy per- fect light!




The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same  star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o’er
5 Then en - tered n those wise .. men three, full
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7
& . . . .
A\IV4 | | | |
J E—— I —— t
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earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . .. In -  tent, and to fol - low the
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there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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tin-ued both day and night.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Incarnate God,

C: you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love
in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

CLOSING SONG

Go Tell it on the Mountain ELW 290/Red Hymnal
Refrain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
N Refrain
A . . o i i
- — | s s -
_6_

be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

GOD SENDS US

BLESSING

P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, -+ bless you
with endless grace, peace, and joy.
All: Amen.



DISMISSAL

P: Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!

P: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Noel en Musette D'aquin
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ADDITIONAL WEEKLY LECTIONARY LESSON
Isaiah 63:7-9

Israel saved by God’s own presence

Hebrews 2:10-18

Christ shares flesh and blood to free humankind

12/28/25 ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS are donated today by Linda Smykowski.

LINE DANCING will resume on TUESDAYSs into the new season starting January 6th,
2026 (NOT the 8th) from 6pm-7pm in Fellowship Hall. Please make note of the change.
And perhaps Tuesdays will work better for others' schedules.

NEW YEAR’S EVE “NOON” PARTY will be held here at Grace in Fellowship Hall from
10:30am — 1pm. A great way for kids and people of all ages to ring in the new year at
noon rather than midnight. Please see sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Spread the word! All
are welcome!



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts

SUNDAY SCHOOL takes place on the 1%t & 3" Sundays of the month at 9:30am. In
January, we will have Sunday School on January 4" and January 18%",

KITCHEN RE-PAINTING The Rebecca Circle is having our kitchen re-painted, which
includes the metal cabinet doors - therefore the kitchen is closed for any use until the end
of December to allow for curing time on the paint. This also allows the committee to go
through items and to put the kitchen back to working order.

LECTORS ARE NEEDED for readings during our service. Please look for the clipboard.
Thank you for your assistance in our service.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES Are you looking for ways to be a little more involved in
our church each week? We have a variety of tasks that take place before and during
each Sunday worship service, such as preparing communion and altar, reading our
announcements and Bible reading, ushering, running the PowerPoint during the
service. A variety of ways to be a part of our worship behind the scenes or up

front. Please see Pastor for more information.

TECHNOLOGY HELP Are you familiar with IT/computer technology/livestreaming? We
are seeking several people to assist in preparation and recording our church services
(during the week +/or during worship service). Please contact Pastor or Tricia Painter ~
please consider!

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL takes place every Monday and/or
Wednesday from 9:15am — 1:15pm. There are still a few spots remaining on
Wednesdays. If you know of anyone with a child ages 3-5, please let them know of this
engaging Christian preschool program. More info can be found on our website,
www.graceoflilylake.org/preschool or you can contact Janice Muncie at 630-854-1066.

SECURITY FOR PRESCHOOL Please be reminded that our Preschool policies are that
all entry doors remain locked during preschool hours. If you need to come into church,
we ask that you lock the door behind you, and of course ensure it is locked when you
depart. And this is a good time for another request for anyone in and out of church or the
last one here at church, please check all exit doors on both levels to ensure they are
locked.

SHOE BOX COLLECTION in lower level outside of Fellowship Hall. Please help!

BRIDGE TO LIFE DONATIONS The Bridge to Life Group continues to collect donations
for the Elgin homeless. For details see the newsletter or Cathy Whiteside. Thank you for
your generous donations!

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER is available on-line at www.graceoflilylake.org (please note
the new website address ends in a “.org” rather than a “.com”)



http://www.graceoflilylake.org/preschool

NOISY OFFERING We collect your loose change as the coins add up, and do help to
offset unexpected expenditures - the latest of which was replacing the pressure tank for
our well system!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Nancy Corbige continues to collect email addresses for the
Pottawatomie Partnership email distribution list. We currently have a house in-build in St.
Charles. (Questions, you may call or text Nancy at 847-212-0237.)

OFFERINGS & FAITHFUL GIVING FOR THE MINISTRIES AT GRACE We are thankful
for your offerings and donations to Grace. Offerings received as of Dec. 21:

$7,296 (weekly goal is ~$4,000). **Please note that end-of-the-year 2025 donations
need to be in the church office by TODAY, Sun., Dec. 28" to be accounted for in the
2025 calendar year. Much gratitude to all of our members at Grace.

~ Blessings upon Grace in our 1315t year of ministry ~

VISIT OUR Website: www.graceoflilylake.org (.ORG not .COM)
FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND SERVICES
Get ALL the news you NEED there — including our weekly services
Our FACEBOOK PAGE for activities and posts of interest:
https://Iwww.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/
630-365-6751

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH
God’s Church in all time and place, that God be seen and heard.
* As we face these times both together and while apart, keep us from fear, suffering
and death.
* Ministries of the ELCA and Metro Chicago Synod, especially Bishop Yehiel Curry.
* Efforts of Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, and Disaster Relief
FOR THE WORLD

* For every living person facing the threat of coronavirus — it affects us all, our loved
ones and our worldwide neighbors together.

* For the healing of the divisions in our Nation.

FOR OUR CONGREGATION

* For God's Spirit to guide the Vision Team, and whole congregation as we face

transition and change.
* As we plan regarding the future of our congregation.
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY (members, relatives, and friends of members of our
congregation)
* Nathan Sajdak, grandson of Bill and Lori U'Ren
* William Delmer, grandson of Kirk and Kathy Hooey
* David Brazee, Grandson of Steve and Cathy Lindquist


http://www.graceoflilylake.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/

(If you know of someone currently serving our country, please share their information with
the Church office.)

FOR ALL

* The continued support of our members

* For all members of healthcare around the world

* For those serving as first responders and in the military

* For our Nation, to extend peace in all things.

FOR THOSE SICK IN BODY, MIND OR SPIRIT... For our “Grace Family” members:
Betty Boor, Craig Bradley, Dan Burtnette, Lillian Carlson, Nancy Corbige, Ken
Deutschmann, Alexa Diehl, Natalia Diehl, Jan Docherty, Suzanne Girsch, Rich Jackson,
Manfred Kaufmann, Paul Kinsel, Katie Kozeva, Pastor Dave & Carol Langseth, Tom and
Lois Larkin, Ray Larsen, Larry Linden, Pat & Chili Lindgren, Steve Lindquist, Joan
Mortensen, Janice Muncie and family, Jan Myers, Carol Nelson, Ed Nordwind, Nancy &
John Schaefer, Bud and Marilyn Wise, Norm Turner, Wayne Whiteside, For our
Families and Friends: Howard, Jim, Scott, Fred Alstadt, Barb Asher, Kathy Barton
(mother of Tom Barton), Howard and Christine Baumert, Viola Bradshaw, Cindy Carlson,
Joanie Chernick, David Diehl, Rebecca Eagen, Ted Ellingsen, Pat Eineke, Joyce
Helander, Andrew Kinsel, Bob Koehling, Sally Kruthoff (daughter of Nancy Schnaitman),
Karl Kruthoff, Gay Leslie, Janelle McDonald, Linda Mowers, Ray Navarro, Oksana &
Maria, Donald Overby, Emily Peters, Marc Pluskowski (dear friend of Heidi Anderson),
John Schnaitman, Kelly Wilken, Ron Wilken, Greg & Val Williams, and Barbara Zegiel.

If you have requested that anyone (including yourself) be put on Grace's prayer list, thank you for your
faith in our work of prayer! In order to keep our list current and accurate, we would like to hear from you
regarding the need for continued prayer, praises and new requests. You may place these in a note in
the offering plate, send them on-line via our prayer card on our website, leave them on the answering
machine at church (630-365-6751) or speak with Pastor or Kathy Hooey. Aren't we blessed to have a
God who listens and cares!

ALSO - Do you know someone who could use a reminder of our prayers and God's constant love? We
have lovely prayer shawls all ready for delivery. Just call or see Twyla Strom for prayer shawl needs.



