
                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 
 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ 

child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will 

illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul 

reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings 

salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is 

good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. 

Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share 

the light of Christ with the whole world 

 

PRELUDE 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

                                  Light of Light                                   CHOIR 

                 CHRISTMAS EVE - Light of Light 

Responsive Litany 

L1: Light of Light, shine in our hearts and renew our hope. 

C: Joy to the world, Emmanuel has come. 

L1: Light of Light, shine in our hearts and grant us peace. 
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C: Joy to the world, Emmanuel has come. 

L1: Light of Light, shine in our hearts and bring us true joy. 

C: Joy to the world, Emmanuel has come. 

L1: Light of Light, shine in our hearts and fill us with love. 

C: Joy to the world, Emmanuel has come. 

 

Candle Lighting 

L1: Tonight, we light all five candles – the candles of hope, peace, joy, love, 

      and finally, the Christ Candle, celebrating the birth of our Lord and 

     Savior. The candle of hope reminds us that in sending Christ, God sent 

     hope to the earth. The candle of peace reminds us that peace will one 

     day reign. The candle of joy is a reminder that we have been given  

     eternal life and have no reason to be fearful. And the candle of love 

     represents God’s redeeming love for us, brought to earth in the form  

     of a tiny child. 

                            Light of Light                         CHOIR w/Congregation 



 
 

Please rise 

GOSPEL LUKE 2:1-20 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the 

“good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 



whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE MEDITATION 

 

Leader 1:  

 Lord, how could the people wait so long for your birth?  How could they 

hope and not give up? I like to expect, I like to get ready.  Lord, you put us 

in this life in which things keep happening and you keep coming.  So, take 

us on; keep coming and keep us going, Jesus 

 

Leader 2: 

 Some things are hard to comprehend, like stars, how big they are, how far 

away are they?  For example, high above us in our sky is our nearest star.  



So bright we can see it in daylight. So far it takes eight minutes for its rays 

to reach us.  So big, I can only begin to comprehend how big by looking at 

a pea (that’s the earth) beside a basketball (that would be the sun).  Some 

stars are even more incomprehensible, like Mira – so far it twinkles 300 

light years behind and beyond the sun.   

 

Far more difficult to comprehend than stars….How big, how far is God’s 

love for YOU and ME.  How deep and unfathomable…how wide and 

unboundable. 

 

Busy as God must have been eternally bustling about His creation making 

stars, calibrating orbits, stock-piling galaxies, big banging 

universes…WHAT MADE HIM STOP AND STOOP THROUGH A STABLE 

DOOR TO COME TO US IN A MANGER?  (pause) 

 

I can only begin to comprehend that by seeing and understanding the Babe 

of Bethlehem as a NEW LIGHT in our vast darkness.  For only in that light 

can I see a neighbor’s need, a toddler’s tear, how to bear another’s burden 

– how to love one another!  And now, the Christmas Story: 

 

 

 

The Christmas Story (as told through verses of Christmas carols) 

 

O come, O come Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile her 

Until the Son of God appear. 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above they deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

The hope and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are 

keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 



 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  

All seated on the ground,  

The angel of the Lord came down,  

And glory shone around.  

 

(pause) 

 

Silent night, holy night, son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at your birth, Jesus, Lord at your birth. 

 

HYMN: Hark the Herald Angels Sing  ELW  270 



 
 

Leader 1: 

 God as an unborn child.  Holiness sleeping in a womb.  The creator of life 

being created.  Come and behold him, for God has come near!  He came 

not as a flash of light or as an unapproachable conqueror, but as one 

whose first cries were heard by a peasant girl and a sleepy carpenter.  The 

hands that first held him were unmanicured, calloused and dirty.  Were it 

not for the shepherds, there would have been no happy gathering.  And 

were it not for the magi, there would have been no gifts.  ON THIS NIGHT, 

THE GIFT WAS GIVEN TO US…. (pause) 

 

 



Leader 2: 

 At this time of each year, for a few precious hours, we behold Christ the 

Lord.  Those who live most of the year without seeing Jesus, suddenly see 

him.  People who have been accustomed to using his name in vain, pause 

to use it in praise.  Eyes now looking outward instead of inward, marvel at 

his majesty.   

 

Leader 1: 

 And, all of a sudden, Christ is everywhere.  In the grin of congregation 

members taking gifts to needy children, in the joy of buying a couple of 

goats to help a family live, in the twinkle of the eyes of those waiting to 

have dinner with their extended family, Christ is in the emotion of a father 

who is too thankful to finish the dinner table prayer, in the tears of the eyes 

of those who pray for God’s blessing on family in the military, Christ is in 

the minds of all who crave peace in the world God has given us.  Christ is 

with of all of us who wish for more of His love in the New Year.  

 

Choir                                         He Is Born 

 

Leader 2: 

 It is Christmas Eve and we celebrate and are blessed. In a few days, all 

the trappings of Christmas will begin to disappear.  For this moment, the 

spirit and mystery of God is in the air.  Savor it and pray that those who 

behold him today will look for him and share his love every month, every 

day and every hour of the year.  Soon life will be normal again – or will it?  

for God sent us salvation… on that blessed Christmas morn and I can hear 

him asking us tonight, what will we do about it? 

 

HYMN: Go Tell It on the Mountain      ELW 290  



 
 

Leader 1: 

 Emmanuel. He is with us. God is near. We are blessed and saved.  So, go, 

tell it on the mountain and everywhere! 

Offeratory  Music 

Offering Prayer 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 



With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray 
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church 
proclaims the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has 
come to all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for 
joy. Renew the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest 
galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the sake of 
generations to come. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land 
and free all people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion 
where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease (regions in 
crisis may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, 
and bless those who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend 
the dying, and relieve any who are in pain (especially). Shelter refugee 
families and those who have no home. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this 
season is lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who 
are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give 
thanks for the saints of every time and place who have praised you with 
lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to love you by serving 
others. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 

(Each row light candle from center usher) 

Hymn                                Silent Night                     ELW 281 w/candles 



 
(Extinguish candles) 

Please Rise 

CLOSING PRAYER                  CHRISTMAS EVE 

God of light, tonight we celebrate the birth of Jesus. We thank you for this, 

the most precious of Christmas gifts, and we ask that you keep the hope, 

peace, joy and love of this 

season in our hearts, now and throughout the coming year. Emmanuel – 

God is with us, now and forevermore. Amen. 

 



Closing Hymn                    Joy to the World                            ELW 267 

 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 


