
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction 

 
TODAY’S THEME: In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors 
as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on 
the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s 
mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this 
world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up 
the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through 
word and deed. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO  

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF LILY LAKE, IL 
5N600 Hanson Road, St. Charles, IL 60175 

                 OFFICE:  630-365-6751   *   E-MAIL: general@graceoflilylake.org 
WEB ADDRESS: www.graceoflilylake.org 

 
Sunday, August 23rd, 2026  *   9:30 AM    *  INPERSON and ONLINE 

Outdoor Worship 
 



PRELUDE  We Have Come into His House        Impromptu Choir 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. 
C: Amen 
 
OPENING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning      WOV 627/Blue Hymnal 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using 
these or similar words: 
C: Peace be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: 
L: A reading from Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing 
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are 
transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of 
Christ. 
 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many 
members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
 
GOSPEL: 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 16:13-20 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will 
overcome the very gates of Hades. 



 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE FOR ALL 
Pastor David Mercurio 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
You who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord             WOV 779/Blue Hymnal 

 
 





 
 

           



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   It is Well with My Soul 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. 
P: Merciful God, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have give us – ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
P: God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and 
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your 
word of life to all the world. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
P: You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be 
wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 



C: receive our prayer. 
P: You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief 
agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
P: You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who 
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they 
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
P: You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and 
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be 
united as the body of Christ. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
P: Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the 
hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal 
banquet. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: Lord, Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 
in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we 
share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
The communion follows. The bread may be broken for distribution. 
As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
The communicant may say:  
C: Amen 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                   WOV 754/Blue Hymnal 
 



 
              
 
PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG 
Be Thou My Vision                                               WOV 776/Blue Hymnal 
 



 
 
BLESSING 
The minister blesses the congregation, using this or another appropriate blessing. 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
DISMISSAL 
The minister may dismiss the congregation. 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



 

POSTLUDE   Bread of Heaven 
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ADDITIONAL WEEKLY LECTIONARY LESSON 
Isaiah 51:1-6 
The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 
Psalm 138 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 
 

8/23/26 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are donated today for Lee Strom’s 70th birthday. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sunday school will resume again in September! Our first day back 
will be our Sunday School Rally Day on September 20th and will continue on the first 
and third Sundays of the month through May for children ages 3 – fifth grade.  
 
RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS You may see that many of our leftover rummage sale items 
continue to be moved out.  Our next sale is in October, and we would like to remind 
everyone that we would like you to hold your donations until that time.  Please don't 
drop off or put items in the garage without contacting Linda or Tricia. If you have 
clothing donations, Cara Turner is now beginning to coordinate clothing 
donations. Thank you all very much for your cooperation.   
 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL  We have hired a third teacher for the 
Mixed-Age Class. Jessica Burkoth comes to us with over 20 years of elementary and 
early childhood teaching experience. With the addition of the third teacher, we can 
increase our class size to 18. We currently have 18 registered for the 
Monday/Wednesday mixed-age class! And we are now also full for our new 2-year-old 
class with 8 students registered. Thank you to God for all of these blessings! 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts


DIRECTORY FAMILY PICTURE Cara Turner is available for your family picture taking 
on Sundays at 9am, downstairs in first SS room/office on the left, and after church 
service until 11am.  Please contact her if you have further questions or need to 
schedule a picture taking at your home – her cell #:  630-291-6896.  We would like to 
get this project complete within the next month. 
 
LECTORS ARE NEEDED for readings during our service.  Please look for the 
clipboard. Thank you for your assistance in our service. 
 
BRIDGE TO LIFE DONATIONS The Bridge to Life Group continues to collect 
donations for the Elgin homeless. For details see the newsletter or Cathy Whiteside. 
Thank you for your generous donations! 
 
AUGUST NEWSLETTER is available on-line at www.graceoflilylake.org. If you would 
like to submit anything for the newsletter, please email the information to Marty Bradley 
by the 24th of the month: masbradley50@gmail.com 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES Are you looking for ways to be a little more involved 
in our church each week?  We have a variety of tasks that take place before and 
during each Sunday worship service, such as preparing communion and altar, reading 
our announcements and Bible reading, ushering, running the PowerPoint during the 
service.   A variety of ways to be a part of our worship behind the scenes or up 
front.   Please see Pastor for more information. 

SHOE BOX COLLECTION in lower level outside of Fellowship Hall.  Please help! 
 
NOISY OFFERING We gratefully accept your "noisy offering" after each 
service.  These funds add up and go towards our capital improvement projects. 
 
OFFERINGS & FAITHFUL GIVING FOR THE MINISTRIES AT GRACE  We are 
thankful and blessed with your offering and donations .  Received as of 8/17 - $ 3,440 
(our weekly goal is $4,000). 
 

~  Blessings upon Grace in our 132nd year of ministry ~ 

VISIT OUR Website: www.graceoflilylake.org (.ORG not .COM) 
FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND SERVICES 

Get ALL the news you NEED there – including our weekly services 
Our FACEBOOK PAGE for activities and posts of interest: 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceOfLilyLake/ 

630-365-6751 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH  
* God’s Church in all time and place, that God be seen and heard.    
* As we face these times both together and while apart, keep us from fear, 
suffering  

and death.                                                     
* Ministries and people of the ELCA and Metro Chicago Synod, especially Bishop  

Yehiel Curry, Bishop of the ELCA, and Erik Christensen, our new Bishop of the  
Chicago Synod. 

* Efforts of Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, and Disaster Relief 
FOR THE WORLD  
* For every living person facing the threat of war – it affects us all, our loved ones  

and our worldwide neighbors together.  
* For the healing of the divisions in our Nation. 
FOR OUR CONGREGATION  
* For God's Spirit to guide the Vision Team, and whole congregation as we face 

transition and change.   
* As we plan regarding the future of our congregation.  
FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY (members, relatives, and friends of members of our 
congregation)        
*    Nathan Sajdak, grandson of Bill and Lori U’Ren 
* William Delmer, grandson of Kirk and Kathy Hooey   
*    David Brazee, Grandson of Steve and Cathy Lindquist  
(If you know of someone currently serving our country, please share their information 
with the Church office.)  
FOR ALL  
*  The continued support of our members    
*   For all members of healthcare around the world  
*   For those serving as first responders and in the military       
*   For our Nation, to extend peace in all things.  
 
FOR THOSE SICK IN BODY, MIND OR SPIRIT… For our “Grace Family” 
members: Betty Boor, Craig Bradley, Travis and Lissa Brown on the passing of Travis’ 
mother Melba Koegele, Dan Burtnette, Lillian Carlson, Alexa Diehl, Natalia Diehl, Jan 
Docherty, Mitch Hendry, Rich Jackson, Manfred Kaufmann, Paul Kinsel, Katie Kozeva, 
Pastor Dave & Carol Langseth, Tom and Lois Larkin, Ray Larsen, Pat & Chili Lindgren, 
Steve Lindquist, Joan Mortensen, Carol Nelson, Ed Nordwind, Mary Lindquist Rose, 
Nancy & John Schaefer, Bud and Marilyn Wise, Norm Turner, Wayne Whiteside, For 
our Families and Friends: Howard, Jim, Scott, Fred Alstadt, Barb Asher, Kathy 
Barton (mother of Tom Barton), Howard and Christine Baumert, Viola Bradshaw, Cindy 
Carlson, Joanie Chernick, David Diehl, Rebecca Eagen,Ted Ellingsen, Pat Eineke, 
Rachel Glancy (friend of the Lindgren family), Joyce Helander, Andrew Kinsel, Bob 
Koehling, Sally Kruthoff (daughter of Nancy Schnaitman), Gay Leslie, Janelle 
McDonald, Linda Mowers, Ray Navarro, Oksana & Maria, Donald Overby, Emily 



Peters, Mary Rose, John Schnaitman, Bob Stanley (Marty Bradley’s brother), Kelly 
Wilken, Ron Wilken, Greg & Val Williams, and Barbara Zegiel.  
 
If you have requested that anyone (including yourself) be put on Grace's prayer list, thank you for 
your faith in our work of prayer!  In order to keep our list current and accurate, we would like to hear 
from you regarding the need for continued prayer, praises and new requests.  You may place these in 
a note in the offering plate, send them on-line via our prayer card on our website, leave them on the 
answering machine at church (630-365-6751) or speak with Pastor or Kathy Hooey.  Aren't we 
blessed to have a God who listens and cares!   
 

ALSO - Do you know someone who could use a reminder of our prayers and God's constant 
love?  We have lovely prayer shawls all ready for delivery. 

Just call or see Vicki Linden for prayer shawls. 
 
 
 
 


