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Message Summary

God has a dream and a destiny for every person, but we
must pass some character tests before we can fulfill our
destiny. Great character supports great destiny. The Prison
Test is the test of perseverance. Trials and problems produce
endurance and when our endurance grows, so does our
character. And that character will increase the hope we carry
within our hearts and open doors of divine opportunity
beyond what we could imagine. Keeping our hearts right as
we patiently wait for God to work through our hardships is the
key.

Consider This

What do you think it means to persevere with a right spirit?
Does this mean that we should never feel discouraged?

Why in similarly difficult situations is one person patient and
another not so much? What do you think makes the
difference?

Study Questions

All the tests have to do with stewardship. How will we act and
react in our current situation? Patience means waiting with a
right heart. Perseverance involves warring or battling during a

tribulation with a right heart. A trial is short, but tribulation is
long and difficult.




1. Read James 1.2-5 and John 16:33. How can we “rejoice"” or
"count it all joy" when we go through tribulations? Where must
our focus be to do that?

2. Our natural reaction to tribulation is fear, bitterness,
impatience and manipulation. According to Hebrews 13:5,
Philip 4:13 and Romans 8:28-29, what must we believe to
overcome those tendencies? What is the end game for
believers in every situation (Romans 8:29)?

3. How do you tend to respond when you are falsely accused
or treated unfairly? Why do you think that is?

4. What is the difference between hoping that God will deliver
us from our circumstances and believing that God will walk
through them with us?

5. To manipulate in a negative sense means to influence
others to one's own advantage with artful, deceptive or unfair
means.

a. Read Genesis 40:14-15. Do you think Joseph was trying to
manipulate the cupbearer? Why or why not?

b. Is it okay to ask others for help when enduring tribulation
(James 5:14, Luke 11:5-13)?

c. Why doesn't God reward manipulation (Jeremiah 17:5-8)?

6. How does walking in hope open the door for divine
appointments?

7. ls it possible that our response to tribulation determines the
length of our trials?

8. Satan can produce evidence to support a lie. How does
Satan keep tricking you in the matter of perseverance?

Moving Forward

When we suffer, our hope should not be that God will deliver
us from our circumstances, but that God will walk with us
through them. Hope is what prepares us for divine
appointments.

1. What trial or tribulation are you dealing with right now in
which you need to develop perseverance (to battle with a
right spirit)?

2. If you have responded with fear, bitterness, impatience or
manipulation, confess it and ask God to forgive you. Ask Him
to complete the work He is doing in your heart.

3. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through your current
trials?



