The Foundation of the World: “The Plans of Man and the Purpose of God”
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I.  Isaac plans to disregard God’s prophecy. (26:34-27:4)

II. Rebekah plans to seize God’s blessing through manipulation. (27:5-13)

lll. Jacob plans to obtain his blessing through deception and blasphemy. (27:14-29)

IV. Esau plans to get revenge. (27:30-45)

V. God plans to bless all nations through this broken family. (27:46-28:9)

LET’S GO DEEPER:

1. Was Isaac wrong to try to bless Esau in 27:1-4? Why or why not? How should our desires be shaped
by God’s word?

2. How does the author show us the danger of the “disgraceful, underhanded ways” that Rebekah and
Jacob use to seize the blessing? (Compare with 2 Corinthians 4:2)

3. Read Hebrews 12:15-17. What do we learn from Esau’s tears? (See also Genesis 25:34, 26:34-35,
and 27:34-41).

4. How do we see God’s redemptive purposes advancing even through these sinful actions? (Consider
especially 28:1-5) How does this help us find hope in the midst of sinful and broken relationships?



