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Sunday, January 30, 2022 
 
Message Summary: 
 

This week, Pastor John Carter taught about the final thorn from Mark 4 – the desire for other things. Or what 

Pastor referred to as “The Fallacy of the Elsewhere.” The desire for other things refers to those overarching 

desires for things other than what is promised in the Word, those things that enter through our eyes and ears 

that overtake us. In the Greek, the word “desires” is epithymia which means passionate lusts, wants or deep 

longings, or a hunger that can’t be satisfied by anything other than the thing itself. And in the Greek, the 

phrase “other things” is liopos which means anything other than what you possess, or something that’s 

outside of what you have inside. This happens when we desire the one thing that we cannot have. God’s 

warning about this thorn is this: “Thou shall not covet” (or desire what does not belong to you). It doesn’t 

mean we can’t admire or be inspired, but we can’t covet. When we covet or hunger for other things, it chokes 

out the Word’s ability to grow in our hearts. We only covet when we feel disconnected with what we have 

now. (Ex. Eve and the apple in Gen. 3. She had everything but wanted the one thing she couldn’t have. And 

that was the door for sin to enter into her life.) The desire for other things creates dissatisfaction with your 

own life, and that can lead to worry and doubt. The Word of God can’t grow if you are always looking to other 

things to fulfill you. The fallacy of the elsewhere is the erroneous assumption that true joy in life is somewhere 

other than where are right now. But the meaning of true joy is the enjoyment of what we have right now as we 

steward what we have in the present, knowing it sets up up for more in the future. 

 
Key Scriptures: 
 

• Read Mark 4:1-20 which includes the Story of the Sower 

• [Matthew 16:24-27 NKJV] 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, 

let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 "For whoever desires to save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 "For what profit is it to a man if he 

gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 

"For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each 

according to his works.  

• [Psalm 16:11 NKJV] 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence [is] fullness of joy; At Your 

right hand [are] pleasures forevermore. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

 

1. What does the “desire for other things” mean to you? 

2. In your own life, where do you struggle with the desire for other things? How does impact you? 

3. How can you become more present in your life? How can you know joy in what you have now? 

 
Life Application: 

 

This week as you study the key scriptures, consider what Pastor John said, “When you put your joy and 

peace in someplace other than where you are now, your joy will always be just out of reach. You will forever 

be chasing behind it.” We have to learn how to be content with where we are and what we have. That doesn’t 

mean we don’t believe for more, or have a vision for a better life. But we do need to recognize that we will 

never find true peace or joy “somewhere out there” apart from God. This week, as you spend time with the 

Lord, ask Him where you are longing for other things. Ask Him to teach you how to be present and content 

with Him in the life you have, even as you trust Him for more. 


