
 
 

 
Season of Pentecost 

October 4, 2026 

Service Theme – Four Sunday Series – Our God 

Our God is incomprehensibly gracious. 

Our God wants real repentance and true obedience. 

Our God patiently seeks fruits of faith. 

Our God invites unworthy sinners to participate in his blessings. 

Service Participants 

Rev. Michael D. Schultz, pastor (404) 667-0948 
Susan Bilich, keyboard · susan.bilich@faithtally.org 
 
 

Note: Page numbers in this digital-only version of the bulletin vary from 
what may be announced in the live service. 
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Stand 

 

Hymn Behold Our God 
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Text and tune: Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, and Stephen Altrogge 

Text and tune: © 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. 

Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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First Reading Isaiah 5:1–7 

1I will sing for the one I love 

 a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

 on a fertile hillside. 
2He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

 and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

 and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

 but it yielded only bad fruit. 

3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

 judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more could have been done for my vineyard 

 than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

 why did it yield only bad? 
5Now I will tell you 

 what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, 

 and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it will be trampled. 
6I will make it a wasteland, 

 neither pruned nor cultivated, 

 and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds 

 not to rain on it.” 

7The vineyard of the LORD Almighty 

 is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

 are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

 for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 80C 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 

    awaken your might; come and save us. 

How long, LORD God Almighty, 

    will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people? 

You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, 

    and our enemies mock us.    

You transplanted a vine from Egypt; 

    you drove out the nations and planted it. 

You cleared the ground for it, 

    and it took root and filled the land. 

Why have you broken down its walls 

    so that all who pass by pick its grapes? 

Return to us, God Almighty! 

    Look down from heav’n and see! 

 

Second Reading Philippians 3:12–21 

 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 

and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 

God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 15All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point 

you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16Only let us live up to what we 

have already attained. 

 17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 

model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18For, as I have often told you before and 

now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny 

is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set 

on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 

there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under 

his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:10 

 
  

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.  Refrain 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:33–43 

 33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a 

wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 

some farmers and moved to another place. 34When the harvest time approached, he sent his 

servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

 35“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 
36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them 

the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 

 38“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s 

kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 

killed him. 

 40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

 41“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the 

vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 43“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 

a people who will produce its fruit. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day 595 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 

 

 

 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 

Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

Sermon 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
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    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 

Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 

and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 

science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult 

or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

Offering / Friendship Registers 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

✓   Holy Communion is a gift from Jesus intended to strengthen Christians’ unity with God 

and express their unity with each other. If you are not a member of Faith, we would love to 

speak with you about the process for receiving Holy Communion with us in the future. 

 

Stand 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

Be seated 
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Distribution Hymn 481 Alleluia! Let Praises Ring 
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Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 709 Christ the Vine 

 

 

 

 

Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 

Tune: Irish 

Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

Tune: Public Domain.  
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Monday 7pm Faith Builders 

Tuesday 7pm Financial Peace University 

Wednesday 7pm Choir 

 

 

 

     Fall Festival – October 11th 

     Contact: Richard Hackmann (228) 224-8458 
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