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Season of Pentecost 

November 15, 2026 

 

Service Theme –Sunday Series – The Christian Waits 

The Christian Waits: Steadfast in the faith. 

The Christian Waits: Focused on future glory. 

The Christian Waits: Watchful for the bridegroom. 

The Christian Waits: Faithful for the master. 

The Christian Waits: Hopeful for the coming 

judgment. 

 
Note: Page numbers in this digital-only version of the bulletin vary from 
what may be announced in the live service. 
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Hymn 751 O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made 

 

 

 

 

Text: Frank L. Cross, 1904–2001 

Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt. 

Text: © 1961, ren 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 
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THE WORD 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may 

always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous 

judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless 

before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 1:10–18 

10Hear the word of the LORD, 

 you rulers of Sodom; 

listen to the instruction of our God, 

 you people of Gomorrah! 
11“The multitude of your sacrifices— 

 what are they to me?” says the LORD. 

“I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 

 of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 

I have no pleasure 

 in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 
12When you come to appear before me, 

 who has asked this of you, 

 this trampling of my courts? 
13Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 

 Your incense is detestable to me. 

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 

 I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 
14Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals 

 I hate with all my being. 
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They have become a burden to me; 

 I am weary of bearing them. 
15When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

 I hide my eyes from you; 

even when you offer many prayers, 

 I am not listening. 

Your hands are full of blood! 

16Wash and make yourselves clean. 

 Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 

 stop doing wrong. 
17Learn to do right; seek justice. 

 Defend the oppressed. 

Take up the cause of the fatherless; 

 plead the case of the widow. 

18“Come now, let us settle the matter,” 

 says the LORD. 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, 

 they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red as crimson, 

 they shall be like wool. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 128C 

 

 
  

Blessed are all who fear the Lord, 

    who walk in obedience to him. 

You will eat the fruit of your labor; 

    blessings and prosperity will be yours. 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; 

    your children will be like olive shoots around your table.    

Yes, this will be the blessing 

    for the man who fears the LORD. 

May the LORD bless you from Zion; 

    may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

May you live to see your children’s children— 

    peace be on Israel.   Refrain 

Text: Marty Haugen 

Tune: Marty Haugen 

Text and tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 
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Second Reading Romans 12:1–8 

 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 

than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 

faith God has distributed to each of you. 4For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 

accordance with your faith; 7if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to 

encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 

diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 2:10 

 
  

Be faithful, even to the point of death,  

and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

  

Refrain 

Tune: © 1984 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

  



12 | P a g e  
 

Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

 14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 

his wealth to them. 15To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another 

one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had 

received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 
17So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18But the man who had received one 

bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

 19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, 

‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

 21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

 22“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 

bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

 23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

 24“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that 

you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 

scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is 

what belongs to you.’ 

 26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have 

not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my 

money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back 

with interest. 

 28“ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29For 

whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 

even what they have will be taken from them. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day 696 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart, it is thine own, 

it shall be thy royal throne, 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee, 

ever, only, all for thee. 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879 

Tune: Henri A. C. Malan, 1787-1864 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Mind-Bending Mercy Isaiah 1:10-18 

 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering / Friendship Registers 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

✓   Holy Communion is a gift from Jesus intended to strengthen Christians’ unity with God 

and express their unity with each other. If you are not a member of Faith, we would love to 

speak with you about the process for receiving Holy Communion with us in the future. 

 

Stand 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

 

Be seated 
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Distribution Hymn 668 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

whose own feast of love I savor, 

    bidden by his gracious call. 

Wedding garments he provides me, 

with a robe of white he hides me, 

    fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

comfort in my tribulation, 

    balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

cleanses me from sin and error, 

    makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–1858; tr. David W. Rogner, b. 1960 

Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © 2003 David W. Rogner. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739977 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn 748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Henry Bateman, 1802–1872 

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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