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Church Part 8 - Experiencing the gifts of the Spirit (11-21-2021)


	 Introduction: The Church is meant to house & share the presence of God 


Acts 2:43 (ESV) 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.


Acts 9:31 (ESV) 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking 
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.


	 Read Today’s Text: Acts 3 - Peter & John and the healing of the man lame from birth


Acts 3:1-8 (ESV) 
(1) Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. (2) And a man lame 
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to 
ask alms of those entering the temple. (3) Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to 
receive alms. (4) And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” (5) And he fixed his 
attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. (6) But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, 
but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (7) And he took 
him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. (8) And 
leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising 
God.


Today’s Focus: How to walk in the gifts of the Spirit


1) See the Need (see the person)  

Acts 3:1-2 (ESV) 
(1) Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. (2) And a man lame 
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to 
ask alms of those entering the temple.


Note: Everyone is going about their daily routine . . .  

• Peter & John - daily devotion continued (see Acts 2:42) 

• Man, lame from birth - his daily ritual continued too (Acts 4:22 - over 40 years old!) 


Acts 3:3-5 (ESV)

(3) Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. (4) And Peter directed his 
gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” (5) And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive 
something from them. 

Note: People are looking for help, but their expectations are low. Beware that yours aren’t low too!


• Consider - Jesus had passed this man before. So had Peter & John. 

• Don’t be overwhelmed or numbed by all the unmet needs or unanswered prayers 

• Be present to the opportunity & the people in front of you! 
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2) Share the Gifts (share what you have, don’t focus on what you don’t have)  

Acts 3:6-7 (ESV) 
(6) But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (7) And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankles were made strong.


Note: It’s so easy to focus on what we don’t have - the need is too great, I don’t have the faith, etc. 


• Notice - Peter knew what he didn’t have, but . . . 

• Peter also knew what he did have!


a) Focus on what you have to Give! 

1 Corinthians 12:1 (ESV) 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.


Note: Uninformed means – Unknown or Ignorant. Also, to not Understand, or to Ignore.


• The Gifts are for today 
o Jesus, Disciples, early church, letters to the churches, historical & current witness 
o People argue that the gifts aren’t for today 
o Those same people don’t argue that the fruit isn’t for today 
o God doesn’t change (that’s a primary characteristic) - His Spirit produces fruit & gives gifts! 

See additional resources: passages on the gifts, links to Abide (early 2019) - sermon notes & audio


b) Don’t focus on yourself  

Back to the passage - not only did Peter understand what he had, he understood what it was for . . . 


• The gift was for the needy, not for Peter - We’ve got to get our eyes off of ourselves!

• The gifts aren’t about boosting my pride, ego, or identity 

• Also, they aren’t reliant on my ability (it’s a gift!) 


Personal Example: Story of the Car for the young man in youth group

• Experiencing the gifts is about Sharing the gifts . . . 

• Therefore, I keep my eyes on the need & the Giver - and the gifts will come!


	 That leads to our 3rd and final point this morning - Experiencing the gifts of the Spirit requires . . . 
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3) Trust the Giver  

Acts 3:8-12 (ESV) 
(8) And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 
praising God. (9) And all the people saw him walking and praising God, (10) and recognized him as the one 
who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement 
at what had happened to him. (11) While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran 
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. (12) And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men 
of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have 
made him walk?


Note: Peter’s trust was in Jesus (not himself), and therefore Jesus gets the credit!


	 Peter preaches the gospel of Jesus with boldness & conviction . . .


Acts 3:16 (ESV) 
And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.


Note: How did this miracle happen? Trusting in Jesus! 


	 The result: The healing of a very real & physical need, but it led to the salvation of many . . . 


Acts 4:4 (ESV) 
. . . many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of men came to about five thousand.


Conclusion: The awe, signs & wonders, comfort of the spirit, and a built up church - all came about because 
God’s people were walking in the Spirit!  

John Piper on the Holy Spirit

“When you read the New Testament honestly, you can’t help but get the impression of a big difference from a 
lot of contemporary Christian experience. For them the Holy Spirit was a fact of experience. For many 
Christians today it is a fact of doctrine.”


Today’s Application: Let’s purpose to see the need right in front of us, share the gift, & trust the Giver! 
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Additional Resources 

Abide Series (from late 2018-early 2019) - The Gifts of the Spirit are Parts 13-16 (Visit 
www.gracechapelknoxville.net/abide for sermon audio & notes)

The Primary Passages Listing the Spiritual Gifts 

Romans 12:6-8 (ESV) 
(6) Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our
faith; (7) if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; (8) the one who exhorts, in his
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of
mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (ESV) 
(8) For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, (9) to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, (10) to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:28 (ESV) 
(28) And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.

Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV) 
(11) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, (12) to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ

http://www.gracechapelknoxville.net/abide

