
	1

Easter: “And the Earth Shook”  (4-12-2020) 

Opening: “What a beau0ful name - the name of Jesus” - Welcome & Prayer 

Introduc9on: I’ve always loved this spot. It drew me to Knoxville. We’ve had Easter sunrise services here every 
year since. When I have the privilege of teaching here, it reminds me of Jesus teaching in Galilee by the Sea.  

1) Jesus launches His ministry - “A firm founda9on” 

• He is declaring God’s Kingdom is at hand 

• He is backing it up with miracles - healing diseases & afflic0ons 

• Jesus is being followed by commiQed disciples and large crowds 

Seeing the crowds, he heads up the Mountain in Galilee over looking the sea and . . .  

Jesus gives his Mission Statement - “The Sermon on the Mount” 

 Jesus closes his radical declara9on of a very different kind of Kingdom with these words . . . 

MaKhew 7:24-27 (ESV) 
(24) “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. (25) And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but 
it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. (26) And everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. (27) And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

Note: Jesus very simply, yet very directly gives huge weight to his words . . .  

• My words must be heard & lived by 

• Storms are inevitable and they will rock you to your very founda0on 

• This Kingdom that I’m talking about is the only secure founda0on to build your life upon!  

What was everyone’s reac9on - anger? confusion? eye-rolling?  

Matthew 7:28-29 (ESV) 
(28) And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, (29) for he was 
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.


Notes: The people recognized the unique authority of Jesus


• And for the next 3 plus years - Jesus explodes onto the scene of their lives 


• It appears to many that the long awaited Messiah has arrived. 
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2) Jesus death on the Cross - “And the earth shook” 

• Then Jesus is betrayed by a close friend, and denied and abandoned by the rest of his friends  

• Put on trial and sentenced to death by the Religious & Government Powers of the day  

In uQer devasta0on, his friends, family, and public following all watch as their hopes and dreams get nailed to 
the cross. . .  

Matthew 27:50-54 (ESV) 
(50) And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. (51) And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. . . 

(54) When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”


Note: Jesus’ death literally shook the earth, and it shook the skep9cs and the saints alike who witnessed it! 

• What do you do when the One who said His Kingdom was unbreakable, is suddenly gone? 

• What do you do, when your world is drama0cally shaken?  

Listen the death of Jesus confronts us, just as all life-shaking moments do . . .  

Failure, Pain, Suffering, and Death - they are inevitable and when they come, they can shake us to our core.  

The death of Jesus: was all about the defeat of Sin & Death!  

When we think of “sin” what we oaen think of are “vices” - that’s a part of it, but it’s not nearly enough 

 Sin - at it’s core is building your life on anything other than Jesus as my King 

Listen - if you think I’m just talking to people this morning who haven’t accepted Jesus, you are wrong! 

Friend, follower of Jesus - I have known far too many “believers” who when something life-altering, and 
earth-shaking happens in their lives - it seems to break their trust in God.  

• A bargain or arrangement with God (even their faith in Jesus maybe)  

• That if I lived life a certain way, it would insulate me from certain things . . .  

That couldn’t be more wrong - in fact Jesus warned us of this, we just read it this morning!  
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 You can’t look honestly at the lives of Peter, Paul, & John (just to name a few) and think that there is 
any special way we can live, that will protect us from earth shaking circumstances!  

The Truth: When the inevitable troubles of this life come knocking on our door, and the very founda0on of our 
lives begin to shake, God wants to use those opportuni0es to rescue us from reliance upon that which can 
never truly sa0sfy.  

• What I rely upon for sa9sfac9on, peace, happiness, security - That is what I worship!  

• It is scary to realize things I have worshipped that have been stripped away recently. 

Listen: Jesus’ death was a defeat, but not His defeat! 

Jesus was facing, exposing, and defea9ng all other founda9ons that will fall short as the source of life for us!  

Even death itself has lost its power. Because the earth shook one more 9me that weekend . . .  

3) The resurrec9on of Jesus - “The earth shook and the stone was rolled away!” 

Matthew 28:1-2, 5-7 (ESV) 
(1) Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. (2) And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. . . 

(5) But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 

(6) He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. (7) Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see 
him. See, I have told you.”


Notes: The earth shook again, as death was defeated, sin’s power was destroyed, and a life built on anything 
less than Jesus the Risen Savior was exposed as a temporary solu0on at best! 

 The angel gives specific instruc0ons - Go meet Jesus in Galilee - Where?  

 Back to the Mountain where he declared his mission statement, and revealed his authority . . .  

Matthew 28:16-17 (ESV) 
(16) Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. (17) And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.


Notes: Will I decide to accept and live in the Reality of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ . . . 


• Jesus isn’t an image, and icon, or an ideal


• He isn’t offering a philosophy of life to consider


• And He certainly isn’t just a nice guy and a good teacher . . . 
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Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 
(18) And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. (19) Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”


Notes: Jesus says . . . 


• I have all authority - and I just proved it by raising from the dead. 


• Now go live your life on that foundation - take seriously everything I said about my Kingdom. 


• Live your life based on that foundation, and share that life with others!


• You are not alone - because as the Risen King, I’m always with you! 


Conclusion: Jesus Kingdom and the life he offers is the only firm founda9on. Friend . . .  

• Don’t let your life be shaken by the inevitable troubles of this life 

• Instead - let your life be shaken by the Death & Resurrec9on of Jesus 

So that what remains, will endure to the end . . .  

Hebrews 12:25,27-29 (ESV) 
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. . . in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.


Discussion Questions:  

1) Is there anything in your life that is being shaken right now? What do you think God might be trying to show 
you in this season?


2) What, besides Jesus, are you relying on for satisfaction, peace, happiness, or security? What thing when it 
is removed or changed - dramatically affects one of these aspects of life? 


3) What new reality or perspective do you think Jesus wants you to see right now, in view of His resurrection 
life? 


4) What does it mean to let Jesus be your King? What area of your life do you need to give Him more 
authority?  



