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The Bible 20/20 Week 20: “Job - A reflection on Suffering and Success” (5-24-20)


Introduction: The Lesson of Job - Faith in the midst of Suffering & Success 

	 1) Job’s Example 	 2) Job’s Arbiter 	 3) Job’s Promise


1) Job’s Example - How do we handle Success & Suffering?  

	 a) Job trusted God & cared for others 


	 During times of Success . . . 


Job 1:8 (ESV) 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”


Notes: In success He trusted & worshipped God, and cared for others. 


• Job sacrificed for his children (Job 1:5) 

• Job lived uprightly and cared for the poor, widow, & fatherless (see: Job 31) 


	 During times of Suffering . . . 


Job 1:20-22 (ESV) 
(20) Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. (21) And he 
said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” (22) In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.


Notes: In suffering He trusted/worshipped God, and cared for others. Example: Job prays for his friends . . . 


Job 42:10a (ESV) 
And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends.


	 b) Job wrestled honestly - with friends and the Lord 


Job shared - His frustrations, His questions, His anger & doubts, He shared even his lowest moments . . . 


	 Example: Job 3 - Job laments his birth: Was this all even worth it? Why am I even here? 


Job 3:20-21 (ESV) 
(20) “Why is light given to him who is in misery, and life to the bitter in soul, (21) who long for death, but it 
comes not, and dig for it more than for hidden treasures,


c) Job grew through suffering


Job 42:2-3, 5-6 (ESV) 
(2) “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. (3) . . . Therefore I have 
uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know . . .  (5) I had heard of 
you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; (6) therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.”


Notes: Job grew through suffering, pursuit, & humility, his understanding was hard earned & meaningful
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2) Job’s Arbiter - Who can stand before God?  

	 a) Job sought a mediator - who could stand between the frailty of man & the majesty of God 


Job 9:2b-3, 32-33 (ESV) 
(2) . . . But how can a man be in the right before God? (3) If one wished to contend with him, one could not 
answer him once in a thousand times. . . (32) For he is not a man, as I am, that I might answer him, that we 
should come to trial together. (33) There is no arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us both.


Notes: Arbiter - a lawyer or judge. He wants someone who can relate and go between. 


	 Job is looking for a perfect Mediator - and that’s just what Jesus is! 


1 Timothy 2:5-6 (ESV) 
(5) For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, (6) who 
gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.


• Job is the closest thing we have to a man who suffered un-fairly (He was blameless & upright)


• Jesus - was the ultimate one who suffered with no reason whatsoever, except to be that Go-Between


• Jesus stands on our behalf - He is fully God & fully Man!


• Jesus is the one who reconciled in himself the gap that stands between fallen man & a holy God


And like many of the saints of old (see Hebrews 11), Job believed in the one to come, even though he never 
saw him in this life! 


	 b) Job trusted in a Redeemer - who was yet to come, but has now come to us! 


Job 19:25-26 (ESV) 
(25) For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. (26) And after my skin has 
been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God


Note: The coming Redeemer - Job trusted he would see him (whether in this life or the next) 


• Because of our great Arbiter & Redeemer - we can be assured that Suffering isn’t meaningless 

Ravi Zacharias: 

“Having all the answers is not essential to living. What is essential is the sense of God’s presence during dark 
seasons of questioning”


Listen: When we wrestle with God, our Lord Jesus is right there - praying for and with us, and gently pointing 
to His Good Father whom He loved (despite all he suffered - even the loneliness of the cross!) 


And that leads us to our last point this morning . . .  
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3) Job’s Promise - Suffering is inevitable, but it isn’t meaning-less  

	 a) Suffering was a great revealer - he saw God, this world, and his place in this world more clearly


Job 42:5 (ESV) 
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you 


	 c) Suffering was a great refiner - of all that he valued, the people around him were the real prize


Job 42:10 (ESV) 
And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the LORD gave Job 
twice as much as he had before.


Note: Job prayed for his friends (enemies?) - before his life turned around! 


Job 42:15-17 (ESV) 
(15) And in all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job's daughters. And their father gave them an 
inheritance among their brothers. (16) And after this Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his sons' 
sons, four generations. (17) And Job died, an old man, and full of days.


Note: Job even more than before, realized that real wealth and success was about relationships! 


	 b) Suffering was a great reminder - we live in the temporal, but there is an eternal hope


	 God gave Job twice as much as he had before! 


Job 42:12-13 (ESV) 
(12) And the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning. And he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 
camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. (13) He had also seven sons and three daughters.


Job 1:2-3b (ESV) 
(2) There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. (3) He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 
500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys 


• There is an exact doubling of everything, except his children - but wait! 


• Even here is the Hope & Promise of Heaven - Job’s children will be returned to Him! (they are doubled) 


 
We have an eternal Hope and his name is Jesus!  

Conclusion: May we have the Faith of Job - in both our Success & Suffering!


Let’s learn from his Example, trust in his Arbiter, and hope in his Promise . . . 


For I know that my Redeemer lives!


Let’s Pray!  
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Discussion Questions:  

1) Considering Job as an example of faith in the midst of suffering or success, what stands out to you? Is 
there a specific thing he does that you can relate to, or that challenges you?


2) How is Job able to worship God and wrestle with God at the same time? How can you apply that in your 
life? 


3) Are there any examples from your own life where you grew from suffering?


4) Job felt the need for someone to be a mediator in his relationship with God. It was hard for Job to 
approach God or feel like God could relate in his suffering. Have you every felt that? How does Jesus fulfill 
this role in our life?


Job’s life reminds us of the promises of God. That he will reveal things to us through suffering, refine us 
through hard things we go through, and that ultimately we have the hope of eternal life and no more suffering.

 

5) Can you share something from your life that God revealed to you through suffering you’ve gone through? Is 

there an example from your life of God refining you in some way through suffering? How does God’s 
promise of eternal life, help us in our present life when we suffer? 



