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Where Is The Church?
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INTRODUCTION NOTES

In the face of all that our country is enduring right now, and
perhaps rightly so, people are wondering, “Where is the church?”
It is a question that has risen from those who have been
disaffected with and disappointed by the church. It is a question
that comes from those outside of and have no part of the church.
But it also comes from those within the church who are simply
looking for answers about the presence of God, the problem of evil
in the world, and about the role of the church in crisis. When
trouble hits, people want to know, “Where is the church?”

KEY POINTS

1. Be Strong During Adversity

As believers, we are guaranteed to face adversity. There is no
doubt about that. However, adversity is not the time to abandon
the faith that has brought us this far. Instead, we should ask the
Lord to use the adversity as a tool to strengthen our trust in Him.
Let us pray that God will give us courage, boldness, wisdom, and
faith as a result of walking through adversity. And then let us
watch and see all that He will accomplish in and through us as a
result of us staying close to Him in the midst of our trials and
difficulties.

2. Speak The Truth In Love

It can be difficult to know when to speak up and when to stay
silent. Scripture has a lot to say about standing up for those who
can’t stand up for themselves, but it also talks a lot about having
wisdom and discernment with your tongue, making sure to be
quick to listen and slow to speak. It’s a tricky, and sometimes
scary, line to walk trying to figure out how we can best use our
words as believers. However, I believe Paul’s words to the
Ephesians serve as a great reminder we can all keep at the
forefront of our minds when it comes to how we can honor the
Lord and serve others with our words.

In a nutshell, Paul is basically saying that a sign of a mature
follower of Christ is the ability to speak the truth in love. Many
people can speak the truth, but not do so in a loving way. And
many people can speak in a loving way while neglecting to share
the truth. But it takes someone with true spiritual maturity to
speak the truth in love, so as to point others to Jesus while loving
them the way the Lord commands us to.
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3. Believe God Will Come Through

Think about all of the examples we see of people in the Bible who
were walking through really difficult, or even seemingly
impossible, circumstances, and yet every time God was up to
something. When the Israelites came to the Red Sea, surrounded
by the enemy on all sides, God was up to something. When Daniel
got locked in the lions’ den and faced the real threat of death, God
was up to something. When Ruth and Naomi had their lives
turned upside down, God was up to something.

And just like God was up to something in each of these situations,
He’s up to something in your life too. So keep believing that God is
going to come through. Keep trusting His ways, even when you
can’t see Him working. And have faith that His will is always going
to prevail.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When has there been a time in your life when your faith diminished in the midst of
adversity? What did you learn from that time and how can you make sure future
adversity strengthens your faith instead?

2. Has there been a time when someone spoke a difficult truth to you, but they did so
in a loving way? What difference did it make that they were loving in their delivery?

3. What is something you want God to come through for you on, but you're still
waiting to see a result?
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