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INTRODUCTION

When the Lord asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” this is 
a question we all qualify to answer. But sadly, rather than saying, “Yes 
Lord, send me, I’ll go,” far too many of us, “say no; not yet, Lord. Hold 
on or wait until I get my life together, then I’ll go. Lord, let me get this 
promotion, let me start a family first and get my kids through college 
first, then I’ll go.” That’s wasn’t Isaiah’s answer. And His willingness to 
serve the Lord at whatever time, in whatever way, for however long is 
the same willingness we should all strive to have as we follow Christ. So 
in this message, we are going to take a look at the different 
characteristics God is looking for in the people He uses to further His 
kingdom. This way, we can be diligent and intentional to develop these 
characteristics so when God asks, “Whom shall I send?” we will be ready 
to go. 

KEY POINTS 

1. God Uses The Courageous 
In his mind, he was definitely not the kind of person who many would 
assume would represent God, or to serve as God’s mouthpiece. He feels 
he doesn’t measure up, he feels unworthy, unholy, unclean, incapable, 
and unworthy. But despite how Isaiah saw himself, God saw him, his 
potential, and his future differently. Knowing this gave Isaiah the 
courage to pursue the calling God had given him. 

The great Maya Angelou declared “Courage is the most important of all 
the virtues because without courage, you can't practice any other virtue 
consistently.” I believe that in this next season it is going to be vital that 
we develop divine confidence and courage. Courage helps us answer 
God’s call affirmatively! Courage carries us to places of power and 
allows us to declare the truth boldly; courage empowers us to work 
cooperatively and to build collectively. We need courage to stand up and 
speak up for those with no voice; we need courage to speak truth to 
power; we need courage to stand up for what is right. More than money, 
influence, or prestige we need courage. 

2. God Uses The Committed 
Once courage enters the heart of the believer, he or she can’t help but be 
committed to a call that is greater than themselves. Isaiah’s courage 
produced commitment. After hearing the Lord’s question in verse 8, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah responds, “Then 
said I, Here am I; send me (I’ll go.)” One writer called courage, “the 
commitment to begin without any guarantee of success.” 
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NOTESTo be committed is to be dedicated to a cause or purpose; it is a 
conscious decision to assume responsibility; it is a choice to embrace a 
cause even when things will be difficult or turbulent. If it is easy, It’s not 
courageous commitment. If it doesn’t cost of us anything, we’ve really 
not made a sacrifice. (elaborate) It is our commitment that transforms 
promises into reality and changes mundane tasks into rock solid habits. 
It is our commitment that transforms our daily troubles into a beautiful 
struggle. People who are committed don't take discouragement lightly. 
They feel the pain of rejection, they know the difficulty of loss, they 
know what it means to fail, but – they don't give up. 

3. God Uses Those With A Communal Mindset 
The call that Isaiah answered was a call to community. At the time, 
Israel and Judah were two parts of a divided nation, but God sends the 
prophet with a word to remind them of their common unity. Note the 
plural pronoun “us” in verse 8: “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
US?” Who will go “for us?” not for self, not for me, myself, and I, but for 
“us.” God would do the sending, but the sent ones would do the work for 
us! The power of the question God poses here is based in the fact that it 
challenges our self-centered priorities. So many of us are willing and 
ready to go, but just want to achieve our own ambitions, to achieve our 
own goals, to make a name for ourselves. But the Lord asks the prophet 
to think broader than that. He wants us to go for the betterment of our 
community.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When was the last time God made it very clear He wanted you to step out and 
follow His lead? How did you respond? 

2. Is courage something that comes easy to you, or is it something you need the Lord 
to develop further within you? 

3. How committed would you say you are to following Christ? What is something you 
can begin doing to further your commitment to Him?
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