
March 28, 2021

S E R M O N  G U I D E

WHEN GOD
C O L O R S
OUTSIDE

THE LINES



No Limits with Pastor Delman 

When God Colors Outside The Lines 
Hosea 1:1-3

INTRODUCTION

Most people in our modern-day world pursue paths that are neat, safe, 
and predicable. You are to go to school, make good grades, get a 
scholarship to college, graduate and get a job…in the field of your major, 
get married, buy a house, have children, retire, live comfortably on our 
pension, see the grandkids during the summer, die, and go to heaven, 
and it’s all supposed to happen in that order. And because we live our 
lives that way, inside the lines, we assume that the path that God has for 
us is neat, structured, and clean. God’s will for our lives must conform 
to this pretty trajectory for life that we imagine for ourselves, and we 
struggle to accept or to do anything that is presented to us that is 
outside those lines. The problem with this perspective is that we do not 
serve an inside the lines kind of God. The God captured in Scripture is a 
God who challenges His children to think outside the conventional 
frameworks in order to reach other people and honor Him with the way 
we live. 

KEY POINTS 

1. The will of God is not always neat. 
When we spend time with this text what we discover is that sometimes 
the will of God is not found in the neat picture we have imagined for our 
lives. Sometimes it is revealed and manifested in the complicated and 
ofttimes thorny circumstances of life. God sometimes colors outside the 
lines is my basic point. Sometimes the will of God departs from the 
conventional paradigm and set of expectations that we see and set for 
ourselves. God wanted to show His children then, and us now that life 
does not always leads us down paths that are simple and straight.  

Langston Hughes conveys this in one of his poems, “Life for me ain’t 
been no crystal stair.” In other words, life isn’t always smooth, polished, 
or easy. No, he says, “sometimes there’s tacks in it, splinters, and boards 
in it, and is bare.” There are things in the staircase of life Hughes is 
trying to convey, things that are not easy, things that might hurt you, 
things that might trip you up, and yet, even though there are stairs with 
no carpet, he says, “I’s still climbing.” 

2. The will of God is not always approved of by others. 
It’s one thing to say that we should be open to God speaking and moving 
in unorthodox ways, but it’s another thing to live it. And Hosea, the 
prophet of God, the man of God had to be embarrassed when his 
relationship and marriage fell outside the norms of society. Can you 
imagine the conversation when Hosea sat down with his parents to tell 
them about his new bride? Can you imagine the conversation when he 
told his boys about his new boo thang, and had to learn that several of 
them had used her services? Talk about embarrassment. Talk about 
shame. Talk about the feeling of failure as you have to walk around 
every day carrying the weight of a life that’s not approved by the public. 
Maybe that’s just the point; that God wants us to reach a point in our 
relationship with Him where we are willing to be disapproved by people 
if it means I’m approved by God.

NOTES
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NOTES3. The will of God is to use the good and the bad. 
God colors out the side of the line to show us that He can use both the 
good and bad. The woman Hosea is to marry has a bad reputation in 
society. She stands for that which is unseemly. She stands for that which 
is unbecoming, and yet God takes a good, righteous man like Hosea and 
joins him with a woman with troubles to show how He can take the good 
and the bad and make something out of it. The point of the passage is 
about God’s capacity to take the good and the bad and made the best out 
of it. He constructs the plan for our lives using the bits and pieces, the 
scraps and the fragments that we offer Him, the good and the bad, and 
makes something great out of it. The indication of God’s will is that it’s 
not to be found in just the positive, God’s will can be found in the 
negative, and the unexpected as well. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Has there been a time in your life where you felt like you were following God’s will, 
but your life was a mess in the meantime? How did God perform a redeeming work 
in that season of your life? 

2. Are you more concerned with following God’s lead and living for His approval, or 
do you struggle with wanting everyone to agree with and approve of the way you 
live your life? 

3. What is something bad that’s happened in your past that God has used for your 
ultimate good?
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