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God Is Getting Ready To Change Your Life

Luke 1:46-53

INTRODUCTION

There can be no question that the day of Christ’s birth is a day that
has changed human history ever since. We may not know the
exact day or dated of his birth, but for the believer it is one of the
most important days in church and human history. It is a
celebration of the fact that something has changed, and that
something is going to change, and it’s not just for the people who
were around to witness it; it is for us now. With this in mind, I
want to remind you that in this season of your life, you should
have expectancy. You should possess a perpetual hope that God is
up to something; God is working on your behalf, and though you
may not see it, although you may not feel it, and you may not
recognize it, something is about to change.

KEY POINTS

1. God Uses Unassuming People

When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she was going to have a
child who would be the Son of God and reign over the house of
Jacob forever, she initially wondered, "How can this be?" Both
Mary and Elizabeth ask self-deprecating questions; they seem like
innocent questions, and yet they are questions at the heart of each
of our deepest wounds: who am I that God would use me? There
is a sort of self-doubt laying at the root of these questions, a lack
of assurance of their worthiness in the eyes of God. A lack of
confidence in their qualifications. (I suspect she was looking at
her past, her profile, and her background and assumed there’s no
way God could use me. My age, my gender, my class exempt me
from holding such an honor.

But whatever she thought would exempt her from consideration,
was not a match for God. Even though she was young, God could
still move anyhow. Even though she was a woman in a patriarchal
culture, God could still move anyhow. Even though she had not
been with a man, God could still move anyhow. The angel then
helped her to understand that despite the barriers she had in
mind that nothing shall be impossible with God.
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2. God Moves In Unexpected Places

Despite the fact that she is a poor Palestinian girl at risk of losing
her economic and social support if her fiancé finds out that she’s
pregnant and the child is not his - nothing can prepare Mary to
deal with the fact that she will give birth in a barn yard and have to
lay her baby in a feeding trough. She is poor, and while she now
believes she’ll give birth to the messiah, she does not know it will
happen in a feeding trough with goats, sheep, and chickens
looking on. It’s one thing to embrace God’s move in your life as an
unassuming person, but it’s another thing to come to terms with
the unconventional method God can use.

But that was God’s way of setting up some unexpected places from
which he would do radical, life changing, world altering, paradigm
shifting things, not just then, but throughout history, and now as
well. It’s what God does. The good news for someone listening is
that God does amazing things in unexpected places. In the midst
of the most trying circumstances, in the face of the most difficult
tests God can show up and show out to work a miracle right in the
most unexpected places: on your job, in your finances, in your
family, or in your broken heart. God can do amazing things in
unexpected places.

3. God Honors Unwavering Faith

In our key text, this praise of Mary, is traditionally called the
Magnificant — it is a poem of praise, a psalm sung by Mary to
honor and glorify God ahead of the shift that is coming. She knows
of the coming of the Messiah. She knows the role she will play.
This psalm bursts forth out of her deep, unwavering faith in what
God has spoken over her life. In some way, Mary’s expectations
are greater than her evidence. Jesus hasn’t shown up, but she’s
already believing amazing things are about to happen. Mary has
unwavering faith. She has faith that God’s word is more powerful
than her situation. Her faith is the result of her personal
acquaintance with God but rooted in the faith of her people. This
has unwavering faith. This is faith with memory, faith with
receipts. And this is the same type of faith you and I should strive
to have.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How has God used you in ways you didn’t think you were qualified for? What
was the outcome of those situations?

2. Is God trying to work in an unexpected place in your life right now? How so?
3. When was the last time you asked God to give you an unwavering faith? If

it’s been a while, I would encourage you to pray and ask Him to give you that
kind of faith today.
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