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Acts 1:12-14

INTRODUCTION

In order to fulfill our assignment in the earth, in order to further
and advance God’s will for our lives, we are not able to do it on
our own strength, with our own ability, under our own power. We
need God’s power. Jesus promised to give us His power, but the
question becomes are we ready to receive it? In this message, we
are going to take a look at how the disciples harnessed God’s
power to fulfill their calling so that we can follow their example
and live out the calling God has placed on our lives through the
power He gives us in the Holy Spirit.

KEY POINTS

1. We must continue the tradition of prayer.

While many commentators focus on the fact that the believer’s
prayed, what stands out to me are the circumstances under which
they prayed. They are in a room on a street that is the same site as
the Last Supper, and the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus.
They were assembled not far away from the site where Jesus died
and from where they last supped with him, they were right in the
vicinity where they had last gathered with Jesus just a few weeks
before. So, the pain of their recent past is still fresh; the trauma of
their recent disappoint is very real. The reason Luke tells us that it
was a Sabbath Day's journey from Mt. Olivet is to get us to
imagine their struggle en route to the Upper Room.

Their hearts must have been heavy, their spirits must have been
weighed down. Their minds must have been recalling all of the
horrible things they had witnessed, endured, and gone through.
And yet, despite their hardships and their circumstances, they
prayed nonetheless. They had just witnessed the man they had
devoted three years of their lives to publicly executed by the
government. They must have asked themselves what does all of
this mean? They must have wrestled with whether it was all worth
it. And they must have wondered what do we do now that the
person we loved, sacrificed for, and served, has died? And yet,
with dreams dashed, hopes deferred, and facing ridicule and
persecution themselves, they prayed.
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2. We must be committed to the work of reconciliation.
After they got right with God, they had to get right with one
another. Verse 14 says they prayed, but it notes that they were
praying “with one accord,” and it is often assumed that just means
they were all under the same roof, but it donned on me, that just
because people are under the same roof, doesn’t mean they are
“on one accord.” Luke, I think, tells us about the identity of all the
people in that room to draw our attention to the history of tension
and conflict that these people had leading up to that day.

And so, Luke identifies all these people to let us know that this
issue is more than just that they were praying under the same
roof. It’s to let us know us know that these people had history
together and to let us know what it must have taken to get them in
the room. They had to take their history, their hostility, their
frustrations, their tensions, their suspicions, and their
uncertainties and get in that room together. They had to sit there
and wait...look each other in the eye...and possibly join hands to
not just pray, but to do so, “on one accord” so they could commit
to the work of reconciliation.

3. We must continue to wait for the promise.

The disciples received God’s power because they were able to
“tarry” as the old saints used to say, until the power fell. This
becomes clear to us when we reflect on the command Jesus gave
these disciples in verse 4, where Jesus told them in the first place
to go to Jerusalem and to simply wait.

That’s it. Just wait. Don’t plan. Don’t organize. Don’t take a vote,
just wait. Which make Peter’s push to replace Judas so out of
order. Jesus didn’t tell them to cast lots, he didn’t tell them to
replace Judas. He just told them to “wait.”

Oftentimes, things go wrong in our lives because rather than
waiting on God, we become impatient, and end up doing things
our way in our own time. And I know waiting is difficult
particularly when God doesn’t tell us how long we’ll have to wait.
But what enabled them to wait was their ability to hold on to God’s
promise. Even though Jesus didn’t say tell them how long they’d
have to wait, and even though He didn’t tell them how, He did
promise it would happen. Waiting can be tough. Waiting can be
difficult. But God’s promise gives us the assurance that He'll bring
us through if we can make it through.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you find yourself only praying under certain circumstances, or would you
say you are a consistent prayer? What kind of circumstances are you usually
praying under?

2. How can you seek reconciliation and unity with someone who shares your
faith but who you struggle to get along with?

3. What is one promise from Scripture you can cling to right now as you wait?
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