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INTRODUCTION

Fifty-six years ago on February 1, 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
led more than 250 activists to the Dallas County Courthouse to 
register to vote. Despite their peaceful protesting, their collective 
demonstration of democracy was abruptly halted, and they were 
arrested. Being arrested was nothing new; it often happened 
during the civil rights movement. Yet, what made this day and 
these arrests worthy of history was a photograph taken 
immediately before protest and subsequent arrest. A picture was 
taken of Dr. King, kneeling in prayer as others followed suit. Years 
later a historian interviewing one of the people there, and asked 
about the photo, wondering whether or not that was a pivotal 
point in the movement for them. The person replied "the photo 
was the first time someone captured us praying, but not the first 
time we prayed. Prayer was a part of our normal routine. It’s what 
we did before, during, and after we marched.” You see, prayer 
helps us harness the power of the Holy Spirit, so if we want to 
become a powerful Church, we need to prioritize prayer.  

KEY POINTS 

1. A Praying Church Starts With Praying Members 
While it’s true that the power of the church comes through prayer, 
that power starts with Peter being a praying individual. In reading 
Acts chapter 12, starting in verse 5, the story shifts from talking 
about King Herod and our attention is directed to Peter, an 
apostle and disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, who just a few 
chapters earlier delivered the first sermon of the Christian church 
on the Day of Pentecost.  

After Peter’s arrest, we are giving information about his behavior 
while he is prison on death row that I find quote amazing. In 
graphic detail we are told in verse 6 that Peter is in prison sound 
asleep. Doesn’t that blow your mind? Here is a man whose dear 
friend, colleague, and brother had just been killed, and now he 
himself is on death row, knowing execution is imminent. And yet, 
in the face of all that stress, strain, and trauma, Peter is asleep. 
He’s not popping pills or drinking. The text says he’s asleep. What 
an amazing resolve in a time of crisis!   

NOTES
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NOTESPeter, who is relatively young in the faith at the time proves to us 
that when God is WITH you, and when God lives IN you, and 
when God USES you, if God be FOR you, who can be against you? 
He shows us that even when the mountains we face is high, and all 
hell is breaking loose that you can go to sleep at night.  

2. A Praying Church Gives Up Ownership Of The Problem 
Peter was able to sleep while on death row I believe because he 
realized the importance of prayer, but I also think he was able to 
sleep because he had given up ownership of his problem.  

A lot of times, we take ownership over our problem, but Peter 
understood that deliverance requires us to relinquish ownership of 
the problem. And that can only happen by reminding ourselves 
that the battle is not ours; it’s the Lord’s. Peter was just chilling 
between those guards because the situation wasn’t his to figure 
out. It was a situation that needed to happen so that God could get 
the glory. Peter wasn’t praying for deliverance so he could protect 
his reputation or to pursue his dreams. It was about God’s name 
being on the line.  

3. A Praying Church Gets Results When They Pray 
There’s an old saying that goes, “If you keep doing what you’re 
doing, you’ll keep getting what you’re getting.” This saying is often 
communicated to people who keep practicing the same patterns 
but are expecting a different result. For example, if you want to get 
healthy but you keep eating junk food and choosing not to 
exercise, you’re not going to magically wake up one day fit and 
healthy. Your results are going to be a reflection of your actions 
and your decisions.  

I truly believe this is advice we need to consider as followers of 
Jesus. If we are not careful, the church can get stuck in one way of 
doing ministry, and it can prevent us from reaching others who 
can’t relate to that way of doing it.  
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Do you spend time in prayer every single day? If not, what’s keeping you 
from becoming a person of prayer? 

2. Do you find yourself often trying to take ownership of your own problems 
rather than surrendering them to the Lord? 

3. When was the last time you prayed and asked the Lord to give you an open 
mind when it came to your ministry efforts?
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