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Prospering In A Pandemic
Genesis 26:1-25, 32

INTRODUCTION NOTES

A pandemic is defined as the spread of a disease on a worldwide
scale, and for almost a year now we have been dealing with a
public health pandemic of colossal proportions. People are
becoming ill and dying, the economy is tanking, people are losing
their jobs in droves, and our normal way of life has been
dramatically altered in all likelihood forever. It is not a good time.
And in the midst of it all, many people are really losing hope; fears
about what the future holds is causing people to wonder how they
and how we are going to make it like this. And as levels of
depression increase to all-time highs, Christ is still present in the
crisis. So with that in mind, let’s learn how we can remember that
truth and find prosperity even amidst a pandemic.

KEY POINTS

1. God Provides Protection

As we read today’s key passage, we see that a great famine had
overtaken the land. There was a natural disaster that had
ecological and economic implications for the people of Israel. In
the midst of the famine, God appears to Isaac (verse 2) and God
reiterates the terms of the covenant promise that He made to
Abraham back in Genesis chapter 12.

The Lord wants to remind and reassure Isaac that no matter the
circumstances or the conditions that may characterize your
reality, He is still God, and He is still going to bring blessing! As
we read Isaac’s story, let’s remember that no matter how long the
wait, no matter how long the conditions persist, and no matter
how they impact every one of us in community, our God has given
us a similar promise. He will provide, even in a famine.

2. God Provides Peace

God gave Isaac a sense of peace and calm during the famine. In
the interlude of verses 12-15, Isaac is seen planting seed, and
experiencing a great harvest. A casual assessment of his actions
might cause you to miss and important fact. What stands out to
me is that Isaac is planting seed, but he’s doing it in the
wilderness.
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I don’t know about you, but that goes against just about everything
that we know about gardening. The last thing you would do is
plant seed in a famine. But here is a man actually planting a
garden in the wilderness. Who does that? I'll tell you who does
that - someone who is at peace with God; someone who knows
that regardless of where they are and what they are going through
that God is with them, and can do the impossible. Even in the
midst of dry places, places where resources are few and conditions
are not ideal, God can give us peace; peace to do what no one
would ever think we could do.

3. God Provides Persistence

Isaac was forced to move, again, and without balking, he went on
and found another place to call home. And the text says that every
time he uprooted himself, he faced opposition of some sort. But
every time dug a well, in places where his opposition had blocked,
stolen and claimed, the bible says he found water. Again and
again, despite obstacles, haters, and opposition, Isaac dug a well in
the wilderness, and he found water. Until finally, he found a well
that no enemy, no rival, no competing party could touch. It was
his, and there was nothing that his enemies could do about it.

Isn’t it good to know that if you keep digging, if you keep pressing,
if you keep trying, that one day you will dig a well that just for you;
a well with your name on it, and there won’t be anything that the
enemy can do about it? Isaac was not deterred, discouraged, or
daunted by the hateful, horrendous, and heinous actions of his
haters. Every time they tried to stop Isaac, every time they tried to
block him, every time they tried to turn him around, he just kept
on digging. Don’t let the devil keep you from digging.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When was a time God provided protection for you when you really needed
it?

2. Are you searching for peace in the midst of your current circumstances? If
so, have you asked God to provide that peace for you?

3. Has there been a time in your life where you saw your persistent faith pay
off? What came as a result of your persistence?
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