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INTRODUCTION

The book of Micah was written to the people of God whose kingdom had
been divided. Their civil rights had been violated, and their hopes had
been extinguished by the Assyrians. The Assyrians used violence and
military force on God’s people, and therefore oppressed them socially,
politically, and economically. In the face of this unrest, Micah instructed
the people on what the Lord wanted from them in times such as this.
Micah declared that the Lord required three things—justice, mercy, and
humility—as necessary responses in perilous times. We can take this
same advice today as we each face our own struggles and trials. For the
Lord has not changed what He requires of His people. Rather, He wants
us now, just like He wanted His people back then, to act justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with Him.

KEY POINTS

1. Act With Justice

The Hebrew word “mispat,” translated “justice,” means essentially to
correct oppression. It is a word that occurs over 200 times in the Old
Testament. Its most basic meaning is to treat people equitably. It’s what
the prophet Isaiah meant in Isaiah 1:17 when he said, “Learn to do good;
seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the
widow.” According to Deuteronomy 24:17, it is about reversing and
repairing systems of oppression and domination that subjugate the
poor, the marginalized, and the left out. This word is not simply a word
of being; it is a word of action.

2. Show Mercy Through Faith

When it comes to how our faith is portrayed to other people, we can
either be Christians who only talk the talk, or we can walk the walk. In
other words, we can say all the right things, quote all of the right Bible
verses, and have lengthy conversations about our knowledge of God. Or
we can walk out our faith by the way we show mercy, speak with
kindness, share compassion, and serve humbly. James, the brother of
Jesus, says that if our faith is not shown by our actions, then it’s as good
as dead. Therefore, we must be living our lives in a way that we act out
our faith, not just talk about it in order to impress other people.

3. Humbly Reach Out

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said in essence that any religion that
just reaches up but never reaches out is a dead religion. Real religion
moves from divine encounter with God to authentic connection with
God’s people, with the goal of transforming the world. This kind of
reaching out takes humility, just like Micah says. It means reaching out
to others who look different than you, think differently than you, speak
differently than you, and act differently than you. When you humbly
reach out, you are acting on the truth that everyone needs Jesus, and
that we all need the hope that comes from the message of the gospel.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When was the last time you took just action and stood up for someone who was
being treated poorly?

2. Would you consider yourself a merciful, compassionate person? If not, what is one
verse in Scripture you could start praying back to the Lord as you ask Him to
develop mercy and compassion within you?

3. Is there someone in your life you need to reach out to with the message of Christ...
perhaps someone who is very different from you?
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