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INTRODUCTION

Life is filled with waiting. And when we have to wait,
discouragement sets in because the passage of time can bring us
down; it can cause us to lose sight of our goals, our dreams, and
even our aspirations. The Gospel of Luke introduces us to an
elderly man by the name of Simeon who waited his entire life to
see the Messiah, the one who would save and lead the people of
God and establish a new kingdom. According to the text, Simeon
is told by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he sees
the new king. So when the infant child—Jesus—was brought into
the temple by his parents to be consecrated before the Lord,
Simeon was there; and because he was there, he bore witness and
recognized Jesus as the Promised One he had been looking for. As
difficult as it must have been waiting month after month, year
after year, decade after decade, Simeon doesn’t grow weary while
waiting. He doesn’t give up on God. He doesn’t throw in the towel.
He isn’t at the bar drowning his misery in the bottom of a bottle.
He’s in the house of God worshipping and waiting on God to do
what he said he would do. And it’s that model of persevering faith
that is an example for all of us, whether we are waiting for our
change to come, waiting for a new day, or waiting for things to
turn around.

KEY POINTS

1. Worship While You Wait

What stands out to me about this text the most is that even while
Simeon is waiting on the manifestation of God’s promise, he still
has the presence of mind to be in worship. It had been four
hundred years, according to tradition, since God had spoken in
the book of Malachi. Four hundred years and no manifestation.
Four hundred years and no update. Four hundred years of being
on hold. Can you imagine waiting and wondering what God was
doing for four hundred years? But when we read about Simeon
here in Luke, he is still in the temple. He is still committed. And
he is still worshipping.

We may not have control over how long we wait, but we do have
control over how we wait. And our attitude and our heart posture
can have a huge impact on whether or not we choose to glorify
God in our waiting or if we spend all of our time grumbling and
complaining.
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2. Don’t Change Your Testimony

When Simeon’s promise from God hadn’t come to fruition, he
made the conscious decision change his testimony. Rather than
saying the promise hadn’t happened, all instead he would say, “It
just hasn’t happened, ‘yet.”” He kept coming to the temple, not
proclaiming that the Messiah hadn’t come. He came saying, “The
Messiah hadn’t come, “yet.” And that ought to be the posture of
every child of God. It’s not that my promise hasn’t come. My
promise hasn’t come “yet.”

It’s that kind of posture that will recharge your faith. The same
way that a gas tank gets drained with time, so can your faith
dwindle with the passage of time if you're not careful. But Simeon
learned how to recharge his faith by declaring it isn’t over until
God says it’s over.

3. Take Advantage Of The Present Opportunity

While it’s important to know how to wait well, we also don’t need
to gloss over the importance of taking advantage of the present
opportunity when what we’re waiting for finally arrives.

The Bible says that while Simeon was in worship his answer was
walking through the door. What literally shouted at me about this
text is that while he was in worship and praying, what he was
praying for was walking through the door. After all that time, after
all those years, the promise that had been spoken, the promise
that had been prepared, was finally being manifested. That day
would be a day that would change the trajectory of his life. This
was the day he had been waiting for. This was the day he had been
longing for. This was the day he had been praying for. And now it
was happening.

What Simeon was praying for had finally arrived, and the Bible
says he grabbed hold to Jesus and lifted him to bless him. What
good would it have been for Simeon to wait all that time, if he
wasn’t going to seize the moment when it arrived? God didn’t give
you what he gave you for you to do nothing with it. Simeon’s
season of waiting was over, and now it was time for him to take
possession of the promise. The wait was now well worth it. It was
now time for him to seize the moment. And the same goes for you.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What is one way you can worship while you wait for God to answer your prayer?
2. Are your current circumstances causing you to doubt God? How so?

3. How are you planning to seize the moment and take hold of the opportunity when
your waiting period is finally over?
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