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I’ll Take The Donkey 
Mark 11:1-11

INTRODUCTION

There are many people today who are stuck, upset, frustrated, and 
stressed out with life because they made decisions based upon hoe 
something appeared, only to have their dream become a nightmare. And 
now here they are, praying, praising, and listening to preaching to see if 
God will fix up what they messed up. Today’s key passage is intended to 
provide a divine remedy for that kind of condition. Here we have Jesus 
making what some scholars and theologians call his triumphant 
entrance into the city of Jerusalem during the final week of his life. But 
Jesus didn’t enter the way you think a king would enter a city under 
these circumstances. Instead, he entered on a donkey, choosing to be 
humble rather than to flaunt his power and lordship over all. We have a 
lot to learn from the example Jesus set for us in the moment.  

KEY POINTS 

1. An Unlikely Choice 
While donkeys were insignificant according to man, there was a donkey 
in God’s plan. God chose a maligned, disregarded, and outcast of an 
animal to make his triumphant march into Jerusalem. While this may 
not have been the animal you or I would have used, it was precisely the 
animal God used to fulfill his plan for salvation. And so, the donkey 
teaches us that you don’t have to be beautiful to be used by God. You 
don’t have to be wealthy to be used by God. You don’t have to be bright 
to be used by God. This text is a manifesto for anyone who has felt that 
they weren’t good enough to be used by God. Just because you’re an 
unlikely choice, doesn’t mean God won’t choose you. 

2. A Counter-Cultural Decision 
The week of triumph and spiritual success begins by a decision to 
choose what matters to God over and against what matters to man. This 
suggests that the trajectory of our lives does not depend on the signs 
and symbols of success offered by the world. It was the Lord’s counter-
cultural decision, one that went against the grain, that put him on the 
path to fulfill his God-given destiny. What that means on a practical 
level is that you can’t let the world dictate your dreams or determine 
your happiness. Because if you allow them to, you’ll get what the world 
says you should have, only to realize later on you don’t want it.  

3. A Pathway To Success 
Jesus chose a donkey. He chose the unlikely. He made a counter-
cultural decision, because he was on the path that was leading him to 
the cross. He told his disciples that if the owner asks what they’re doing 
with the donkey, they are to tell him that the Lord has need of him. The 
donkey was used in service for Christ and in service to others. Perhaps 
that is the pathway to success. Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 23:11, 
“that the greatest among you will be a servant.” How much more 
effective could we be if we viewed success through the prism of service? 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What excuse have you used to justify why you think God wouldn’t choose to use you 
for his kingdom? “I’m not ________ enough.” 

2. What is another example in Scripture of a counter-cultural decision Jesus made in 
order to fulfill his Father’s will? 

3. How could you serve someone this week so that you might be successful by the 
Lord’s standards rather than the world’s? 
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