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April 18, 2021

No Limits with Pastor Delman
Don’t Overlook Your Blessings
Ephesians 1:7-12

INTRODUCTION

NOTES

Many people may struggle with the idea of taking inventory of
their blessings because they tend to view blessings through the
prism of the world. The world tends to equate blessings with
physical things, material items that can be measured, touched by
the hands, and seen by the eyes. But the best blessings are not
always based upon material, tangible realities we can see. The best
blessings are spiritual; intangible things we cannot see. You can
live in a big house and drive a nice car and be nervous because
you can’t afford to pay the note. You can have a big bed and be
unable to sleep at night. While blessings can include the material,
they are much bigger than that. You are blessed when you are no
longer possessed by your possessions. You are blessed when the
things you have don’t have you. With that in mind, we are going to
learn more about the intangible blessings we have received from
Jesus as His followers.
KEY POINTS

1. The Blessing of Redemption
The first blessing we’ve received from the Son of God is
redemption. When Jesus died on Calvary’s cross, when He shed
His blood, He was atoning or paying the price for our sins. His
death was a substitutionary act wherein His blood settled a debt
for sin that we owed. Under the old covenant, whenever a person
or a nation sinned against God, the shedding of blood was
required to make amends for the sin that was committed. In the
temple, blood from an unblemished animal sacrifice was
ceremonially and sacrificially poured on the "mercy seat" or on
the altar to pay the price for the sins of the nation.
But in the New Covenant, the debt for sin was so great, that only
the blood of the Lamb of God could settle the debt of sin that we
owed. When we sing, "What can wash away my sin? Nothing but
the blood of Jesus! What can make me whole again? Nothing but
the blood of Jesus!," we are grounding our understanding of
spiritual freedom upon the affirmation that we are in right
standing with God not because of anything we have done, but
because of what Jesus did on Calvary.
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2. The Blessing of Reconciliation
Reconciliation is what you go through when your checkbook and
your bank statement don’t have the same balance. When there’s a
problem, you try to fix it and identify why those two numbers
don’t match. You don’t throw up your hands and give up because
the numbers don’t agree. You do the work to find the error. That
process of fixing the error is called reconciliation.

NOTES

Jesus Christ came to fix our error by reconciling us back to God.
He came to restore our balance and our relationship with God.
Romans 5:10 says, “For if while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.” Isn’t it good
to know that with everything we’ve done in our past and in our
lives that God forgives us of our trespasses?
3. The Blessing of Revelation
What a blessing that is because sometimes we don’t see things
clearly. Sometimes, we don’t know what we should do, what we
should say, or where we should go, but thanks be to God, because
He gives us revelation and helps us to see things clearly that we
could not see clearly on our own.
The Lord doesn’t want us to remain in a state of confusion. He
doesn’t want us wandering, wondering, and walking around
without a clue. He wants us to be clear about what His will is for
us. He wants us to grow in wisdom and discernment. And He
wants us to be confident in knowing that we’re following the right
path because we’re following His lead. He makes all of this clear to
us through His revelation, which is reason enough to be thankful
for such a wonderful blessing.
4. The Blessing of Responsibility
We need to understand that God blesses us so that we might be a
blessing. That is why as God’s people we serve others, so the world
can experience the heart of God. That is why we give of ourselves
and our offerings, so the world can experience the hand of God.
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We’ve been blessed with responsibility, and therefore we should
live in a way that shows we take that responsibility seriously.
Furthering the kingdom of God is no small feat. It’s a huge task,
one we can’t do alone. We must harness the power of the Holy
Spirit and stand alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ as we
move forward in carrying out our responsibility to make a
difference for Christ. My prayer is that you will do your part in
fulfilling your responsibility today and every day from here on out.

NOTES

5. The Blessing of Reward
Paul seems to say we have an inheritance from Christ, but we also
have an inheritance for Christ. Our lives should model and mimic
a life that is surrendered to Jesus Christ, while simultaneously
anticipating the day that we will be rewarded for having put our
trust in Christ. That’s what it means to “...live for the praise of His
glory…”
In other words, you and I are, in fact, trophies or displays of God’s
grace! Every day, we sit in the trophy case of God’s majesty for all
the world to see. God’s love was demonstrated to us through Jesus
Christ, as an expression of His amazing grace, which Paul says He
poured out lavishly upon us; and because of that, He has already
made preparations for our future and He has prepared a reward
for us.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. In what specific ways have you experienced the blessing of God’s redemption
in your life?
2. When was a time God blessed you with revelation from Him when you were
seeking His will and trying to figure out how to move forward or make a
decision?
3. What is one way this week you can honor God by fulfilling the responsibility
He’s blessed you with as His child?
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