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Genesis 12:1-4; Hebrews 11:8

INTRODUCTION NOTES

Sometimes God calls us to embark upon new ventures without having a
clear sense of what we will encounter, without knowing exactly how long
it will take, or without knowing what we’ll have to go through along the
way. Even still, we must step out on faith and do what it is that we sense
God is leading us to do even when we are uncertain of what to expect
and unclear what the outcome is going to be. That was Abram’s plight in
our text when he received God’s call to go into a land of purpose and
promised ordained by God. The Lord directs him to leave his country
and to travel to a land of fulfillment that the Lord would show him. God
says if he does that, He would bless him, make his name great, and that
all of the families of the earth would be blessed because of Abram.
There’s only one problem. God doesn’t give Abram the complete picture
of what to expect along the way. He doesn’t tell him how long this trip is
going to take, what direction in which he is to travel or what necessities
he is to take. The Lord just tells Abram to go. And in full obedience,
Abram went. If we want to display this same kind of faithful obedience
in our own walk with the Lord, here are four things we need to do.

KEY POINTS

1. Expand Your Understanding Of The Power Of God

By the time we catch up with Abram in chapter 12, he has gone through
a lot. He is grieving the loss of his brother and father, he’s had his career
put on pause, the people around him have become comfortable in this
place of compromise that’s not God’s ultimate will for their lives. And
so, their kind of stuck at the end of chapter 11. But what inspires me as
chapter 12 unfolds is that Abram didn’t get stuck in Haran. He could
have given up and gotten stuck in chapter 11 and used the pain and the
problems that he experienced back there as an excuse not to move on.
He could have said, my brother died, and my father didn’t make it, so
I'm not going to make it. But he doesn’t do all of that. He learns to live
for God by leaning on the power of God to do something he has never
done, to go to a place he’s never been, and to witness something he’s
never witnessed. This is a valuable lesson that we all can learn from
Abram.

2. Enter Into A New Covenant Partnership With God

According to the text God wanted to use Abram to be the father of many
nations. Abram was to be God's ambassador on the earth to serve as the
one who protected, nurtured, and inspired God's children. There is this
sense in the text that God is going to do something on Abram’s behalf,
but Abram is also going to do something for God. God would bless
Abram, but in turn Abram would bless others. This blessing wasn’t
about property and material things. It wasn’t about cars, and clothes,
and cash. This was an altruistic blessing. God was trying to get
something to Abram, to get something through Abram, which suggests
that God’s will for our lives is oftentimes connected to making a
difference in the lives of others. God’s will is not just about discerning
what God wants to do for us, but what God’s wants to do through us. It’s
a partnership.
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3. Develop The Ability To Hear God’s Voice

You can’t discover God’s will for your life, if you don’t take the time to
hear the voice of God. God’s speaks to us in a variety of ways as His
children; He speaks aloud sometimes in Scripture, like He spoke to
Adam and Eve in the garden. God also speaks through messengers such
as priests, angels, and prophets. God also speaks through His Word, and
finally God speaks to us through the Holy Spirit. Abram goes without
knowing because he is convinced that he hears the voice of God. And
every Christian ought to reach a point in his or her life when they are in
tune to the voice of God, so in tune that when God speaks, we know it’s
God.

4. Trust God In The Midst Of What Seems Impossible

When you are really connected to the will of God, God will do something
that will literally blow your mind. Abram has to believe God even when
no one else does. He has to trust God even when there seems to be no
conceivable way this can come to pass. Even when the promise is
delayed for many years, he sticks with God understanding that a
promise delayed is not a promise denied. Don’t ever think that because
what God has spoken over your life is delayed that it’s denied. While it
may not have happened, you must believe that it just hasn’t happened
yet.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When was the last time God used you to bless someone else?

2. What are a couple of examples of the Lord speaking to you, whether through His
Word, through other people, or through the Holy Spirit?

3. Has there been a time in your life when God worked things out when your
circumstances seemed impossible?
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