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How To Heal A Divided Nation 
Ezekiel 37:15

INTRODUCTION

When you read today’s key passage you can easily see all that has 
torn this family apart, caused them to be at odds and in some 
instances at war with one another. But God says it’s time to push 
beyond their grievances and hurts, to rise above divisions and 
disagreement and build a community of unity and peace. God is 
not a God of division. Simply put, "A house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” When holding the two sticks up beside each other, 
the prophet is trying to make the point that these two branches of 
the family that came from a common source are one, and need to 
come together, for where there is unity there is strength. Just like 
this principle was true for them, it’s true for us as well. We can 
accomplish more as one unit, than we'd ever be able to accomplish 
separate and apart. 

KEY POINTS 

1. We Must Rise Above Tribalism 
On the sticks are written the names of their tribes to make a point 
that the issue is not tribes, being a part of a tribe is about the 
celebration of one’s culture, history, language, and experience. 
The problem isn’t being a part of a tribe. The problem is tribalism; 
a kind of nativist, parochial mindset that says, my tribe is superior 
to your tribe. In popular culture and in politics, tribalism 
expresses itself in a way of being in which you have to be loyal to 
your own tribe regardless of what they do. 

But God was calling them then and us now to repair the breach 
and to unite by rising above the tribalist tendencies that can set in. 
Rather than viewing another through the prison of their ethnic, 
political, and religious differences, God wanted them to view 
themselves through the prism of love, collaboration, and a search 
for the common good. 

2. We Must Stop Demonizing Our Opponents 
Social group identity theory says that there is a tendency in group 
formation to brand ourselves one way, often positive, and to 
brand the other side with negative label. I think God wanted two 
sticks instead of one because he wanted to highlight that what 
makes us different also makes us special. Our healing as a nation 
begins when we stop demonizing our differences and branding 
those on the other side as traitors, unpatriotic, disloyal, uncle 
toms, socialists, unchristian.  

NOTES
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NOTESIn Ezekiel’s day, the nation became so divided because rather than 
respecting and honoring differences, they demonized them. 
Rather than seeing their cultural, ethnic, and religious differences 
as resources to celebrate, they saw them as reasons to divide and 
separate. For the nation to be healed, for the people to be united, 
they didn’t have to give up their uniqueness, they didn’t have to 
abandon their policy goals and priorities, they could come 
together and still have peace because rather than seeing their 
future in terms of winning and losing, they were to come together 
to envision a world in which there could be a win-win scenario for 
all side. 
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Have you fallen into tribalism with the way you live your life and associate with 
others? What can you do to promote unity rather than continue in tribalism? 

2. What is an example of you demonizing your opponent? What about an example of 
someone else demonizing you because you didn’t side with them on something? 
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