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Text:  Romans 2:12-29 
Introduction:   
 
 
Big Idea: Until we are convinced we are ________, we can’t be ________. 
 
1- All people will be ___________. (12-16) 

• God ___________ all. 
o Hearing and being informed is not enough. 

• The ___________ that God placed within us will judge us. 
• God’s judgement will include the secrets at the ___________-level. 

 
 

2- Jewish people & religious people will be judged (17-24) 
• Paul doesn’t deny the reality of Jewish privilege but gives verbs to describe it. 
• He brings these things up to highlight their haughtiness and their hypocrisy.  
• Religious people _________ the goodness of God. 
• There is a world of difference between possessing privileges and possession 

saving faith. 
 

 
3 - Religion __________. __________ you only the gospel (25-29) 

• __________ was a social and religious outward sign or identity marker of the Jewish covenant. 
• It was an important sign of what God wanted to do in their hearts. 
• “It is possible to trust in Christianity, rather than Christ.  And this can happen in conservative, evangelical 

churches.  Paul is showing us a condition called “dead orthodoxy’, where the basic doctrines of the Bible are 
accurately subscribed to, but it does not make any internal difference.  There is an intellectual grasp of the 
gospel, but no internal revolution.” Tim Keller:  Romans For You 
 

Truth Into Action: 
• Since all of us will be judged one day, take the time to seriously consider your personal appearance. 
• God always looks at the heart -- not how much we know, not what we have done in Jesus' name (circumcision, 

baptism, taking communion).  What does your heart reveal? 
 
Connect Card: 

• Is it a religion or a relationship that can save you from your sin? 
• How may we help & pray for you? 

 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
• A declaration of righteousness 
• “the root idea in justification is the 

declaration of God, the righteous 
judge, that the man who believes in 
Christ, sinful though he may be, is 
righteous—is viewed as being 
righteous, because in Christ he has 
come into a righteous relationship with 
God” (Ladd, G. E., A Theology of the 
New Testament) 

_______________________ 
• To speak with contempt 

about God or to be 
defiantly irreverent.	 

• Followers of God are also 
responsible to make sure 
their behavior doesn’t 
incite others to blaspheme 
God.  



Please understand we want to help you know Jesus personally and journey with you in taking fresh 
steps of obedience daily.  We would love to pray with you and for you.  Join us at the end of the 
service for prayer or send us your request on the Connect Card and we will lift them up throughout 
the week. 

Table Talk 

Warm Up:  What are the distinguishing marks between a “good” judge and a “not so good” judge?  

1.  As a believer, have you ever evaluated your standing before God based upon your performance (what you do) as a 
Christian, rather than by your position in Christ?   

2.  In 2:12–16, Paul says that there are two ways people know right and wrong as revealed in God’s law. What are these 
two ways? How did you know something about right and wrong even before you believed the Bible? 

3. In 2:17–25, Paul says that religious people who know the Bible and grow up with religious teaching sometimes don’t 
really live out what they learn but wrongly think they are right with God. Have you had a season of life like this where 
you were religious but not redeemed?  

4. According to 2:25–29, religion is overly concerned with the outward and not nearly concerned enough with the 
inward. What outward things do you care too much about, and what inward things do you care too little about? 

5. In your own words, what is the difference between a religious person who tries hard to make themselves better, and 
a redeemed person whom the Holy Spirit makes new? 

6. Have you ever had a religious season where you judged everyone based upon external things you can see without 
giving enough attention to the internal things that matter, like a changed heart? 

7.  How has your heart been changed by the Spirit (2:29)? 

Personal reflection:  In 2:24, Paul says that sometimes people who claim to know God can act too judgmental and 
unloving, causing lost people to despise their faith. Is there anyone you’ve done this to that you should contact and 
apologize to? 


