CHRIST FOLLOWERS ARE HONORABLE

Christ-Followers are not like the world.
Christ-Followers make a difference.
Christ-Followers live out God’s commands.

Christ-Followers control their passions.
Christ-Followers value marriage

Matthew 5:33-37 - 3% “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not
swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.” 3 But I say to you, do not swear at all:

neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 3 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you
cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No.” For
whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

A follower of Christ demonstrates honor through truthful speech, trustworthy character, and
consistent conduct.

Honorable Christ Followers Tell the Truth

John 14:6 - ® Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.

Proverbs 12:22 - The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who tell the truth.

Colossians 3:5-9 - 3 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to
do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person
is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. ¢ Because of these sins, the anger of God is
coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the
time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. ® Don’t lie to each
other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds.

Ephesians 4:21-25 - 2! Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes
from him, 2% throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by
lust and deception.? Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 4 Put on your new
nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.?’ So stop telling lies. Let us tell our
neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the same body.

e God Values Truth
e Lies Destroy Trust and Destroys Your Witness
e Truth Reflects God’s Nature



Honorable Christ Followers Keep Their Word

Matthew 5:37- " But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and your ‘No,” ‘No.” For whatever is more than
these is from the evil one.

James 5:12 - 12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with
any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment.

Matthew 23:16-22 - ¢ “Blind guides! What sorrow awaits you! For you say that it means
nothing to swear ‘by God’s Temple,’ but that it is binding to swear ‘by the gold in the

Temple.’!” Blind fools! Which is more important—the gold or the Temple that makes the gold
sacred? '8 And you say that to swear ‘by the altar’ is not binding, but to swear ‘by the gifts on the
altar’ is binding. ' How blind! For which is more important—the gift on the altar or the altar that
makes the gift sacred? 2 When you swear ‘by the altar,” you are swearing by it and by everything
on it. 2! And when you swear ‘by the Temple,” you are swearing by it and by God, who lives in
it.> And when you swear ‘by heaven,’ you are swearing by the throne of God and by God, who
sits on the throne.

Luke 16:10 - 1 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you
are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.

e Keep Commitments
e Be Dependable
e Faithful

Honorable Christ Followers Live Above Reproach

Philippians 2:14-15 - * Do everything without complaining and arguing, '° so that no one can
criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world
full of crooked and perverse people.

1 Peter 2:12 - 2 Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if
they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor
to God when He judges the world.

Matthew 5:13-16 - 13“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor?
Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.!* “You
are the light of the world—Ilike a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.!S No one lights a lamp
and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to
everyone in the house. 1 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.



Romans 12:1-2 - [ beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

e Avoid Deception and Manipulation
e Let Your Reputation be Built on Integrity and Not Image
e Live so Others can Trust You



