
Isaiah 28-35
“A Misplaced Trust 

Before a Just & Gracious God”
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1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

WOE #1

"Woe, the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and the fading flower of its 

glorious beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley of those overcome with wine! 

Behold, the Lord has one who is mighty and strong; like a storm of hail, a destroying 

tempest, like a storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he casts down to the earth with 

his hand. The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot; 

and the fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley, 

will be like a first-ripe fig before the summer: when someone sees it, he swallows it 

as soon as it is in his hand." (28:1-2)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

'These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet 

reel with strong drink, they are swallowed by wine, they stagger with strong drink, 

they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables are full of filthy 

vomit, with no space left.’ (28:7-8)
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'These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; the priest and the prophet 

reel with strong drink, they are swallowed by wine, they stagger with strong drink, 

they reel in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. For all tables are full of filthy 

vomit, with no space left.' (28:7-8)

'For by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue the Lord will speak to this 

people,’ (28:11)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“We have made a covenant with death… we have made lies our refuge.” (28:15)
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that cannot save them
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a. God’s people are proud and placing their trust in things 

that cannot save them

b. False refuge looks like rest… but it never actually gives 

rest.
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“Woe, Ariel, Ariel the city where David encamped…” (29:1–4)
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WOE #2

“Woe, Ariel, Ariel the city where David encamped…” (29:1–4)

'Astonish yourselves and be astonished; blind yourselves and be blind! Be drunk, but 

not with wine; stagger, but not with strong drink!... For the Lord has poured out 

upon you a spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes (the prophets), and covered 

your heads (the seers). And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a 

book that is sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, “Read this,” he 

says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” ' (29:9-11)
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(29:13). 



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“This people draw near with their mouth… while their hearts are far from me” 

(29:13). 

'The wisdom of their wise will vanish, and the perception of their perceptive will be 

hidden.’ (29:14b)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“This people draw near with their mouth… while their hearts are far from me” 

(29:13). 

'The wisdom of their wise will vanish, and the perception of their perceptive will be 

hidden.’ (29:14b)

WOE #3

'Woe, you who hide deep from the Lord your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, 

and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” (29:15)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“What is done in secret will be brought to light” (Luke 12:2). 



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“What is done in secret will be brought to light” (Luke 12:2). 

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from His sight” (Hebrews 4:13).



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its 

maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has 

no understanding”?” (29:16)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its 

maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has 

no understanding”?” (29:16)

'who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? Will what is formed say to the one 

who formed it, “Why did you make me like this? ” Or has the potter no right over the 

clay,” (Romans 9:20)



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a 

precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation.” (28:16).



1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

a. God’s people are proud and placing their trust in things 

that cannot save them

b. False refuge looks like rest… but it never actually gives 

rest.

c. God is offering rest to the weary.
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1. The Warning: False Trust Will Fail (28-29)

“Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a 

precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation.” (28:16).

“This is rest… this is refreshing” (28:12). 

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 

11:28)

“In that day the deaf shall hear… the blind shall see… the meek shall rejoice” 

(29:18–19).
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WOE #4

“Woe, stubborn children” declares the Lord, “who carry out a plan, but not mine, and 

who make an alliance, but not of my Spirit…” (30:1–2)
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“They set out to go down to Egypt, without asking for my direction…” (30:2)
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2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

WOE #4

“Woe, stubborn children” declares the Lord, “who carry out a plan, but not mine, and 

who make an alliance, but not of my Spirit…” (30:1–2)

“They set out to go down to Egypt, without asking for my direction…” (30:2)

“Therefore shall the protection of Pharaoh turn to your shame and the shelter in the 

shadow of Egypt to your humiliation” (30:3)

“Rahab who sits still” (30:7).



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

a. Judah is making plans without God

b. Egypt is all talk, no game



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

'For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the 

instruction of the Lord ; who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do 

not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, leave 

the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 

(30:9-11)



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

'For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the 

instruction of the Lord ; who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do 

not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, leave 

the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 

(30:9-11)

“This iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall… whose breaking comes 

suddenly…” (30:13)
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strength…” (30:15a)
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“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 

strength…” (30:15a)

“but you were unwilling.” (30:15b)



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

a. Judah is making plans without God

b. Egypt is all talk, no game

c. The real issue is that they are unwilling
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“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 

strength…” (30:15a)

“but you were unwilling.” (30:15b)
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2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 

strength…” (30:15a)

“but you were unwilling.” (30:15b)

“You said, ‘No! We will flee upon horses…’” (30:16)

“A thousand shall flee at the threat of one…” (30:17)

“Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to 

show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of Justice; blessed are all those who wait 

for him” (30:18)



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

WOE #5

“'Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in 

chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but 

do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord! ' (31:1)
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WOE #5

“'Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in 

chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but 

do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord! ' (31:1)

“As a lion or a young lion growls over his prey, … Like birds hovering, so the Lord of 

hosts will protect Jerusalem; he will protect and deliver it; he will spare and rescue 

it.” (31:4-5)



2. The Outcome of False Trust (30-31)

WOE #5

“'Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in 

chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but 

do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord! ' (31:1)

“As a lion or a young lion growls over his prey, … Like birds hovering, so the Lord of 

hosts will protect Jerusalem; he will protect and deliver it; he will spare and rescue 

it.” (31:4-5)

“Turn to him you who have deeply revolted…” (31:6)
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3. The Promise: God Will Defeat His Enemies (31:8-9, 33)

“And the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man; and a sword, not of man, shall 

devour him…” (31:8–9)
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hand
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3. The Promise: God Will Defeat His Enemies (31:8-9, 33)

“And the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man; and a sword, not of man, shall 

devour him…” (31:8–9)

Woe to you, destroyer, who yourself have not been destroyed, you traitor, whom 

none have betrayed!” (33:1)

“O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you…” (33:2)

“Now I will arise… now I will lift myself up… now I will be exalted.” (33:10)



3. The Promise: God Will Defeat His Enemies (31:8-9, 33)

“The sinners in Zion are afraid…” (30:14a)
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3. The Promise: God Will Defeat His Enemies (31:8-9, 33)

“The sinners in Zion are afraid…” (30:14a)

“Who among us can dwell with consuming fire?” (30:14b)

“Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty… For the Lord is our judge; the Lord is 

our lawgiver; the Lord is our king…” (33:17, 22)



3. The Promise: God Will Defeat His Enemies (31:8-9, 33)

a. God will act—not by human strength, but by His own 
hand

b. Lift your eyes—you already have a King



4. A King Coming with Vengeances and Salvation (32, 34-35)



4. A King Coming with Vengeances and Salvation (32, 34-35)

'Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice. Each will 

be like a hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the storm, like streams of water 

in a dry place, like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. Then the eyes of those 

who see will not be closed, and the ears of those who hear will give attention.” 

(32:1-3)



4. A King Coming with Vengeances and Salvation (32, 34-35)

'Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice. Each will 

be like a hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the storm, like streams of water 

in a dry place, like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. Then the eyes of those 

who see will not be closed, and the ears of those who hear will give attention.” 

(32:1-3)

“Vengeance belongs to the Lord.” (Romans 12:19)



4. A King Coming with Vengeances and Salvation (32, 34-35)

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad … it shall blossom abundantly and 

rejoice with joy and singing… They shall see the glory of the Lord , the majesty of our 

God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who 

have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 

vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes 

of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame 

man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth 

in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water…’ (35:1-7)



4. A King Coming with Vengeances and Salvation (32, 34-35)

'He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.” (Revelation 21:4)
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Application

'For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 

and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. '- 2 

Timothy 4:3-4



Application

a. Draw Near to Him

b. Don’t Avoid Hard Truth

c. Trust God’s Redemptive Plan








