
The Storm That Draws Us 
Close

1:4-16



What do you fear?



Unhealthy fear: 
•Cowering Fear
•Callous Fear



1) God’s Fear-Inducing Pursuit (1:4-6)
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1) God’s Fear-Inducing Pursuit (1:4-6)

• “God hurled a great wind” 
➢this is not random act of nature, but an 

intentional act of a sovereign King. 



1) God’s Fear-Inducing Pursuit (1:4-6)

When we run, God pursues. 



1) God’s Fear-Inducing Pursuit (1:4-6)

How might God be pursuing you with a storm 
this morning? 



2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)



2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)

On the surface, Jonah’s declaration in verse 9 
seems faithful but it’s dripping with pathetic 
irony. 
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2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)

“I am Hebrew” 
➢but he rejects the promise given to his ancestors.

“I worship/fear the Lord” 
➢Yet he callously disobeys his God.

“the God of the heavens” 
➢But his running reveals his small view of God.



2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)

Those who seem most religious can be terribly 
far from the God they appear to worship. 



2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)

Which of your habits or behaviors fail to live up 
to your religious speech or practices? 



2) Jonah’s Hollow Fear (1:7-10)

Which of your habits or behaviors fail to live up 
to your religious speech or practices? 

How might that reveal a hollow fear of the 
Lord? 



3) The Sailors’ Humble Fear (11-16)



3) The Sailors’ Humble Fear (11-16)

Though far from God, the pagan sailors are 
drawn close through the fear of the Lord. 



3) The Sailors’ Humble Fear (11-16)

Through the work of a prophet better than 
Jonah, those far from God can be turned into 
humble worshippers. 



3) The Sailors’ Humble Fear (11-16)

When have you felt too far from God to be 
accepted by him? 



3) The Sailors’ Humble Fear (11-16)

When have you felt too far from God to be 
accepted by him? 

What obstacles keep you from fearfully 
committing yourself more fully to God? 
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