
Galatians 4.8-20 “Don’t Run From Jesus”
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•Paul’s letter to the Galatians (AD 48)

•False teachers: “Must get circumcised to be saved”

•Paul: “Nuh-uh.”
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•Galatians 4.8-20 (CSB)

•Paul’s earnest language: 

•“I am fearful for you… perhaps my labor for you 
has been wasted” (vs 11)

•“I’m perplexed” (vs 20 NIV) “I don’t know how else 
to help you!” (vs 20 NLT)
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1. It leads to a wasted life (so don’t go back)

•Worldly religion leads to a wasted life 
(vs 11)

•Only Gospel faith leads to being known 
by God (vs 9) Running from the Father



“The grand and central basis of Christian 

assurance is not how much our hearts are set on 

God, but how unshakably His heart is set on us”

- Tim Keller
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•Vs 12-20



Serving for the wrong reasons
Attention

Validation

Obligation



Serving for the wrong reasons
Attention

Validation

Obligation



Serving for the wrong reasons
Attention

Validation

Obligation



Serving for the wrong reasons
Attention

Validation

Obligation



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•A) Meeting others where they’re at, 
not demanding my own standards



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•A) Meeting others where they’re at, 
not demanding my own standards

•Vs 12 “I have also become as you are…”



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•A) Meeting others where they’re at, 
not demanding my own standards

•Vs 12 “I have also become as you are…”



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•B) Inviting others to become like Jesus, 
not just like me



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•B) Inviting others to become like Jesus, 
not just like me

•Vs 12 “become as I am…



2. It leads to a malformed life (so don’t go forward… in the wrong direction)

•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•B) Inviting others to become like Jesus, 
not just like me

•Vs 12 “become as I am…

•…for I also have become 
as you are.”
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not as detour

•Vs 13-15 
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•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•D) Speaking the truth for love’s sake,
not flattering for self’s sake

•Vs 16-18

•“court you eagerly” = 
“to flatter, puff you up”
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•Contrast #2: Self-Centered Ministry 
vs Christ-Centered Ministry

•E) Making it all about Christ, not about me

•Vs 12 “You have not wronged me…”

•Vs 19 “My children, I am again suffering labor 
pains for you until Christ is formed in you.”





All About Me



All About Me All About Jesus
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