
Galatians 2.11-16 “Gospel Alignment”





Galatians 1.11-24: Paul’s gospel is true & good (from God, not apostles)



Galatians 1.11-24: Paul’s gospel is true & good (from God, not apostles)

Galatians 2.1-10: Paul’s gospel is same as the apostles’ 



Galatians 1.11-24: Paul’s gospel is true & good (from God, not apostles)

Galatians 2.1-10: Paul’s gospel is same as the apostles’ 

Galatians 2.11-16: Paul isn’t afraid to confront misaligned apostles
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Apostolic

Showdown
Galatians 2.11

Peter: 

apostle to Jews Paul: 

apostle to Gentiles

Vs 14 “deviating from the truth of the gospel”

ortho (right) + podeo (step) = out of step/line
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1. Peter’s Symptom: Hypocrisy
•Galatians 2.11-12 (CSB)

•Antioch: 
•Paul’s home church 

•Base for Gentile mission

•Law of Moses:
•Be holy (set apart) from nations

•No intermarrying (idolatry)

•No eating “unclean foods” 
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Peter’s Vision
Acts 10 & 11

But the voice from heaven spoke again: ‘Do not call 

something unclean if God has made it clean.’

Acts 11.9
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1. Peter’s Symptom: Hypocrisy
•Peter’s hypocrisy (vs 13)

•Hypocrisy is not failing to live up to your ideals 

•Hypocrisy is masking your true intentions; 
pretending to be something you’re not 
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2. Hypocrisy’s Root: Fear of People
•Vs 12: “…because he feared those from 
the circumcision party”
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3. Hypocrisy’s Result: Destructive Division
•A) We are not an island.
     Our actions always influence others;
     our sin always harms others

•B) Sin creates islands. 
     Our pride always divides and destroys
•Sin = separation (vs 12 “separated himself”)

•Heart of sin = pride 



the inner ring



“Of all the passions, the passion for the Inner 

Ring is most skillful in making a man who is not 

yet a very bad man do very bad things” 

C.S. Lewis

the inner ring
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3. Hypocrisy’s Result: Destructive Division
•B) Sin creates islands. 
     Our pride always divides and destroys
•What inner ring have you been seeking, 
and how is it diving and destroying? 

•Church or denomination

•Friends

•Political or national 
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“justified”: declared right, as one ought to be

 “by the works of the law”

 “by faith in Christ”



When we fail to trust God accepts us 
purely by grace (Jesus + nothing)… 



When we fail to trust God accepts us 
purely by grace (Jesus + nothing)… 

we will also fail to accept others 
purely by grace (Jesus + nothing)



When we fail to trust God accepts us 
purely by grace (Jesus + nothing)… 

we will also fail to accept others 
purely by grace (Jesus + nothing)

God accepts me because ____________.



“All this comes from not living in line with the gospel. 

Without the gospel, our hearts have to manufacture self-

esteem by comparing our group with other groups. 

But the gospel tells us we are all unclean without Christ, 

and all clean in Him.”                                      Tim Keller

the inner ring
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4. Paul’s Remedy: Aligning with the Gospel
•Only “the truth of the Gospel” allows us to accept someone by 
grace while loving them enough to help them grow

•Gospel-centered confrontation:

•A) Aimed inwardly at the heart, not just outwardly at behavior

•B) Addressed directly, and to as wide a circle as sinned against

•C) About unity in Christ (reconciliation)

•D) “And” not “or”
• compassion and conviction; steel spine and soft heart; truth and love

• E) Abiding in Christ’s love for us



Galatians 2.11-16 “Gospel Alignment”
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